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i Cox. 1. 10. 

Now 1 beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our Lord 
Tejus Chrift, that ye all "ſheak the ſame thing, and 
that there be na Diviſions among you : but that ye be - 
pſec fjayned together in the ſame —_— and in 
. the fame judgement. 


Ot Hough Fruth, from what mouth ocveric 
| aA be ſpoken, or in what ſhape or drefle ſo- 
223 CVCr it appeare, be but one and the ſame 
Wes and wheretis rightly underſioed, \catties 
W this ugiting ,- peaccfull quality with ir; ; 
; thati ir makes all irs followers of one conſent, and mind 
| t00; yet T know not from what miſt, orimpotence,lod- 

- ged in Qurnature, with whom Errors and Miſtakes doe 
for the moſt pare prevaile more then Argumentsor Des 
 Monſtrations ; and with whom our owne miſ-co Z 


(conveyed into us from ſuch whom-wethink 200 holy + 


tadeceive us, or tao learned to deceive themſelves) ds 
for the moſt part ſtick ſo-deeply, and rake: lu . boot 
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" toremovye them : This one, uniting, peacefull Bond of 
 Minds,this'Ray of our Soules, according tothe ſeverall 


ſhapes, into which they have caſt it, hath ilwayes been 
_lookt on as fo many ſeverall Truths; And tothe diſcre- 
dit, and diſadvantage of it, hath in all Apes been as ſe+ 
'yerally catertained and followed. Thus among the 
Heathen Philoſophers., we finde the number of Sees, 
to be much greater chen the number .of Sciences. Every 
new famous Teacher, who profeſſed ſeverity in his 
looks, arid auſterity in his manners, had the power to 
| draw a cloud of Diſciples afterhim, and to erect a new 
© Truth: wich'a new Schoole. And thus in the very 
Church of God it'{c}te, the Goſpel no ſooner began ro 
be preached to the world; butit began to haveirs Secs 
and Schifmes, and ſtdings too: The Apoſtles taught but 
one Faith, one Baptiſme, one Chriſt, cne plaine, open 
way of ſalvation to men , yer they were miſ-underſtood 
| by ſome, as if they had preached many. Or as if the 
| number of their ſeverall Dodrines , had: equalled the 
numberoftheir feverall perſons, and they had (every 
3 one where he went) ſcattered a ſeverall 'Goſpel. 
|.» '_ ©»! Fofpeakyet more plainly to you, and neerer home 
: to:the Hiſtory,of this Text ,, The Corinthians (towhom 
this Epiſtle was writren) as if from every new Teacher 
tharcame thirher, chey had learned anew Religion, be- 
gan atlength ro: have.as many Religions among them 
aSthey had: heard Teachers. You might have diftin- 
guiſhed divers Churches inthe ſame Ciry, and have di- 
Z ' vided their Belects and Creeds by their Families and 
| / ſteets. Where, by a fallacie-and deceit of:che eare,” 
h judging of the things ravghr, by their AﬀeRion to: rhe: 
Teacher, and nor judging of the Teacher by:che wo of 
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Teachers of ir,and according to the ſeverall forms and 


1h bait» AO Et by v 


MSA; a RS The 


F 3 2 NW "4 


w SR. oo WS / | 
" 


re AI i rang a A 


Vt ARS a RS Et eb 


& NO Op RIA M44 


: " < IR ates 2 <p" 
ET. * . LO 


AP 
which he taught, every one choſe to himſelfe the name 
of his Miniſter to make a Side,and Faction by. One (as 
you read at the 12. verſe of this Chapter) ſaid, 1 am of 
Pasl, another, Tam of Apolios, a third, I am of Cephas, a 
fourth, 1 am of Chriſs : As if Chriſt had either been di- 
vided, or clle were to ſtand with the reſt as the name of 
a diſtin Religion, Or at leaſt, as if the Goſpel,which 
at firſt ſprung trom him, like ſtreames broken off from 
their ſpring-head, were no longet to retaine the name of 
the Fountaine from whence ir roſe, but were to weare 
the ſtyle of the ſeverall pipes and channels, by which 
ic was conveyed abroad into the world. | 
This diverſity of names, and fides, grew at firſt from 
their diverfity of opinions, and minds. Whenthe un- 
learned wreſting the Scripture which they had heard 
preached toan Apoſtles ſenſe, would preſame.to im- 
poſe that ſenſe, which was, indeed, not an Apoitles, on 


_ others. And thoſe others,cquilly as unlearned, thought: 


it as reaſonable, ſorthey could entitle it to another Apo- 
ſtle, to impoſe their interpretation of Scripture on the 
firſt. - 
This diverſity of minds , proceeded at-length to di- 
verſity of language and ſpeech: - Congregation ſpoke 
cenſoriouſly of Congregation,as if none had been inthe 
right but they onely who. moſt vehemently could 
charge othcrs with being inthe wrong... Saint Pant was 
urgced,and quoted againtt Saint Peter, and Apol/os againft 
both,and Chrift againſt all three, Whote Sermons, !ike 
thoſe changeable figures which melancholy men-frame 
to themſelves in the clouds , were: made'to-wearethe 
ſhape, and forme, which (every \mans zcale and” fancte 


ſuggeſtedro him\; --'-;.- + 1 . qr: W-2boagte 
..  Hence,.intime; from difference and-diſ:greeinenti 
I A3 minds 
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| .minds and ſpeech,they grew to difference and difagree- }' 


. mentin {ociety and converſation too. Difference of 0- 


Pigion bred ſeparation of companies, and that which 
. wazat firft but a neighbourly diſpute, by degrees rook 
flame, and grew to be mortall hatred, diviſion and 
ſchiſme. Mcn of the next doore were no longer neigh- 
bours to one another. All the bonds of Charity became 
utterly broken. All chriſtian entercourſe, and familiari- 
.ty,and commerce ccaſt berween them. He was thought 
to be falſe, and to betray his ſide, who offered to ſhew 
-himſclf affable or civill to one of another party. 
In ſhort, the breach became ſo wide, that he was 
thought to be the only religious man who could moſt 
.enlarge the rent 8& could bring moſt fucll to the preſent 
combuſtion which was thus unhappily kindled among 
them. To compoſe theſe Differences therefore, (Dif- 
ferences, not like thoſe of our miſerable, diſtrated 
times) and to-make the Knot and Reconciliation as faſt 
 andftrong,asthe Diſagreement and Rent was large and 
wide, Saint Paw here in this Text, preſcribes a ſeverall 
Cure, for every particular and ſeverall breach. Firſt, 
to remove the diſcord which roſe among them, by cal- 
ling themſelves by ſeverall names, and ro baniſh the ill 
conſequences of all ſuch faRtions compellations, which 
for the moſt part are bitter InveRives, and ſharpe-ar- 
_ rowes of detraction hurld at one another, he perſwades 
them ra unity of language and ſpeech, and exhorts 
thera to call themſelves all by the ſame name, in 
theſe words, Now: Tbeſeech you, Brethren, that yee all 
Peak the ſame things: Nexi, to remove their want of 
Meetings, and Communiontogetherin the ſame-place 
of Gods Worſhip, he perſwades thern 'to-uftity of 
Afemblies, and: Congregation; in theſe words, Now 
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(s) 
ie. | 1 6beſtechyau, Brethren, that there be ne Diviſiews, Thavis, 
7 (as I ſhall, in the progrefle of this Sermon, make it 
th | Clearcto youfrem he Original) thatthere be'no Sepa- 
J; | rations, that is, {as our Englith word doth well exprefle 
\q | i) thatcherebenoprivate fequeſtred meetings,nofuch 
1. | Things as Conventicles among you. Fhirdly, to re-, 

| move the Roor; and. ſpring ot. all theſe uncharirable* 


| ferifes, and diviſions; :and ſeparations, he perſwades 
\ | Them tounity of Opinions and minds, in theſe words, 
Ms Now TI bejeech you, Brethren, that you be perfeitly joyned 
together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame jugdement/ 
'« | Laſtly, thathe. might with the greater ſucceſle do this, 
a and, Like a Skilfullrecanciler, might winupon all ſides, 

i he tor awhile layes afide the Authority ot his Apoſtle- 

ſhip ; and mingling Requeſt and Conjuration, with Ex- 2 
- # hortation and Advice, heats the part of an Apoſtle, in _- 
? : 
t 

d 

[ 


the formiofaPeticioner,inthofe words, Now 1 beſcech you, 
Brethren, ty the Namreof our Lord Feſus Chriſt,eve. Upon 
theſe parts,the Apoſtles milde infinuation, and addreſſe 
of bimfclfc, and the ſeverall Degrees of unity and con- 
card, in ſpeech, in afſemblies, and in-opinions, to which 
” | he here exhartsthe Corinthians, I will build my-future 
diſcqurfe... In the ordering of which, I will begin with 
; the Apoſtles ſubmiſfive infinuation, or addreſſe of him- 
ſelfe, n thefe words, New 1 beſeech you, Brethren, by the 
Nawe of our Loxd Feſus Chriſt, Eg 


; For the cleater, and more uſcfult handling of this «x. ; 
part of the Text, Firſt, it will be neceflary that I ſpeak's5.?4#'s Quatre, - * 
ſomething to you of Saint Pauls perſon, the Preacher L 
]  hereinthe Text, and of his calling tothe Miniftery 

which well conſidered, will conduce very much to't 
remoyall of a certain dangerous Errour:reccived of late 
| into 
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fication, 


> 
into-the mindes of too many.unlearned, vulgar men a-- 
mong us:, Which is, Thac Univerſities, and Books, and 
Studis, and Learning, are ſo-far from being neceſſary 
preparations to make a Preacher ot che Goſpel,that any 


 Lay-man, though perhaps broughr up to a manuall 


Trade, ora vocation of Husbandry,or attendance upon 
Carle, it he finde by himſelfe that he is called by the 
$pirit.of God, may puthimſclfe intro Orders , and take 
the Miniſtery upon him. And thus enabled from above, 
withoutihe forme of Ordiaation, vor thoſe other ſlow, 
tedious, lazic helps, of ficting twenty yeares in a Col- 
ledgeto underſtand the Bible, may in the few minutes 
ofa powerfull Inſpiration ipring up an Apoſtle, and go 


- forth a Preacher ot the Word ot God. 
! ..To this perſwafion they have been invited by two 


ſorts of examples in the Scripture z, one in the Old Te- 
| cheother inthe New. In the Old Teſtament, 

£ you not reade, fay they, that Ged called Eliſha 
from the Plough to be a Prophet ? And doth not Ames 
tcl; you in the 7. Chapter of his Prophefic, at the 14, 
verſe, that tie was a Herdraan, and a gatherer of Syca- 
more'fruit* Then for examples in the New Teſta- 
meat, pray what were the Apoſtles ? were they great 
Scholars ? or did Chriſt ſend to Athens for them 2 were 
they .not Fiſhermen , men aJtogether unlecrer'd, men 
call'd from mending nets to preach the Goſpel ? If this 
were {o, That God according to his good pleaſure, 
withour any conſideration of ſtudy , or height of parts, 


= choſe Gmple,unlearned. unſtudyed men.co be Prophets, 
and Apoſtles, and Teachers, then why ſhould any think 


be hath ſo-confined,or cntailed his Free Spirit; or. VOCa«: 
tion.of men, _ great parts, and ſtudyes, rhat he may 
got; it he plcaſc,, call the like unſtudyed, ſimple —_ 
25P | om 
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(7) 
from the Plough, or Fiſher-boat, or Stall, or Shop- 
board, to be Miniſters of. his Goſpcll, and Teachery of 
his People now ? | 

My Brethren, you ſec I have not prevaricated, or 
diminiſh. oughc otthe ſtrengrh of the Argument which 
is urged in tavour of Lay-mens preaching. Inanſwer 
ro wich, laying atide a.lpartiality ro my felte, and 
| prejudice againit, them, Lihail with the ſame ſpirit of 
meckneſſe, and Cando:r, witit which Saint Paulhere in 
this Text beſpoke his Corinthians, beſeech you, who 
heare me this day, ro obicrve, and weigh, and conſi- 
der well this which [I thail ſay tor a Reply. 

Firſt, Farre, far:e be it from me, ſo to flatter the 
place of my Education, or fo to biaſle, my beleefe, by 
any fi\lſe overvaluing of humane Induſtry, or great 
parts,that I ſhould pinion, as it were,or put limits to the 
power oft the Almighty ; Or ſhould be ſo irreligiouſly 
bold, asto gain-ſay that piece of his Goſpell which 
compares his holy Spirit ro the Wind, which bloweth 
where it liſketh. It chty who thus prerend to a private 
Inipiration doe meane, that what ever God did inthe 
times heretofore, he is ible ro doe now, I ſhall cafily 
grant it; And here 1n the preſence of you all, conteſle 
my ſelfe to be of their opinion, Nor ſhall I makeany 
doubt, or Scruple at all to ſay, thar, it we looke upgn 
what God isable to doe, by the ſame power by which 
he was able to raiſe up Children to Abraham out of 
Srones, or; to {peake yet more necrly to the Argument 
in hand) by the ſame power that he was a le ro make 
a Herd-man a Prophet, or a Fiſher-man an Apoſtle, he+ -. 
is able, in our times alſo, if he pleaſe, ro make the”: 
meancſt Tradeſmin one of the greateſt Luminaries of 
his Church. Sincero an Omnipotent Agent, ROW by 
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gifts are meerly Arbitrary,and depend wholly upon the 
pleaſure of his owne Will, the greateſt Endowments of 
men,and the leaſt,arc alike caſic. But though he be able 
to doc this, and in the ancient times of the Scripture 
bave impanecd his Gifts without reſpe& of Perſons, yer 
whether he now will, or whether in our times he doth 
ſtill thus extraordinarily raiſe up Teachersto himſelfe, 
| is extremely to be doubred. For here with all the 
Chriftian Gentlencſle, and reaſon, which may poſh- 
bly- conduce to the clearing of this doubt, were I to 
argue this Controverſie with one of thoſe men who in- 
vade our function, and from gathering of Sycamore 
' fruite ſtep up into the Pulpit, I would onely aske him 


this Queſtion ; VVhat Commiſſion he hath thus to 


uſurpe upon our office ; Or who figned him his patent 
| Since the Apoſtle tells us in the fifth Chapter of the 
Epiſtle tothe Hebrewes, at the fourth verſe (A place 
well worth your marking, my Brethren) That yo mea 
teketh this howour of 4 Prieſt to himſelfe, But he who is called 
of God, 25 was Aaron ? I know his common Anſwer will 
be, that God harh called himto this Office by the ſe- 
cret Inſtin, and Motion of his Holy-Spirit, Burt, then, 
he muſt nortzke ic 11], if I yet farther aske him, by what 
fignes, or markes, or teftimonies, or rokens, he .can 
ether may it reaſonably appeare to himfelte,or others, 
that God hath dcalt with him as he dealr with fome of 
the Prophets,or Apoſtles,called him from his Trade by 
ſuch amotion of his Spirit ? Eliſha, we know, made 
'Fron ſwim, and knew mens clofet Diſcontfes in a farre 
Country, which was a fure andeertaine figne thar God 
had called him to be a Propher. The Apoſtles alſo, 
we know, wrought many of Chriſfts miracles, which 
was 2 moſt infallible figne that God had choſenthem 
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tobe Apoſtles, If any of theſe men, who derive their 


. warrant from the ſame ſacred ſpring, can make Iron 


ſwim, or like Eliſha, remaining here in their owne 
Iſrac], can tell us what the King gf Syria ſays in his 
Bed-chamber , Or if like Saint Peter chey can cure 
fevers and diſeaſes by their bare ſhadowes paſling 
over them z Orit, like the reſt of the Apoſtles, ha- 
ving never before knowne Letters, they can of a ſud« 
daine ſpeak all Languages, the Controverſic: is atan 
-end, It would bea very greatfinne againſt the. Spirit 
of God to deny, thathe is in them ofa Truth, -Butif 
all che proofe and figne they can give us that they have 


him, be only a ſtrongperſwaſion ot themſelves, Nay, 


ifby an infallible Illumination they: could aſſure them- 
ſelves, that they have him, yet as many as have not the 
like infallible Illumination to aſſure them fo too, will 
not be guilty otan unpardonable offence, if they ſuſpe&t 
they have him not. ' For: here, I muſt -once:more re- 
peate my former Queſtien, and askeby what effects, or 
fignes of the (ſpirit, men ſhall knowthem tobe called ? 
By what ? will ſome man ſay,why? Doc you not heare 
ther preach, expound Scripture, unfold Prophecies, 


Interpret Parables, nay pluck the veile and cloud from 


the Booke of miſteryes it ſclte,the very Revelation? Can 
any of you great Schellers, with all your ſtudy of Phi- 


. Ioſophers, Fathers, Councells, School-men, Hiftori- 


ans, Oratours, Poets, cither hold your Congregations 
longer, or ſend.them away more cdified « And will you 


- yet aske Queſtions ? Or doubt of the certainty of their 


vocation 2? I muſt not diſſemble 'wirth you It I could: 

meet with an unlearned Handicraft-mang.who without: 

ſtudy, can doe thisto the ſame-heighrpand 'Meaſuseof: 

Truth, as oo ado hes 7a downe; learned; me 
4 2 WV 


(10) 
well ſtudyed men doe, I ſhould begin to alter my opi- 
nion ; And ſhould reckon him, as he deſerves, in the 
number ofthe inſpired. Burt alas, my Brethrea, as I 
am not come hither to diſparage the gifts of the holy 
Ghoſt, in what perſons ſoeverT finde them, or to per-. 
ſwade that Scripture rightly expounded, is not one, and 
the ſame, from the mouth ot a Prieſt, or an inſpired 
Lay-man ; ſo this I muſt freely ſay to you, That as 
many of thoſe ſtrange Teachers as have hcard, have 
expounded Scripture indeed, 'and have ventared upon 
ſome of the hardeſt places of the Prophets. But, then, 
if all my ſtudies of the Bible,aſſiſted with all thoſe holy, 
uncorruprted, learned helps, which might enable me ro 


- underſtand it uight,. bavenot deceived me, their expo- 


fictions, and Sermons, how paſſionately delivered, or 
how long ſoever, are cvident proofes ro me that they 
have not the Sp:rit. If they had, they would never, cer- 
tainly, cxpound: Scripture ſo direly contrary..to. his 
meaning ; Ori make. the writings of the Prophets, or 
Apoftles, weare only that preſent-ſhape, not whichthe 
holy Ghoſt hath impriated and ſtampt upon them, but 
which tends to the diviſion of a Kingdome,and the con- 
fuſion of a Church Nor would they, as they doe,what 
ever the Text be, prefle that fenſe from it, nut which is 
genuine, and naturall, but which tends moſt tothe de-: 
ſtrucion of a party,orthe fomentationof a moſt unnatu- 
Tall Civill-Warre. Saint Pas/ tells. us the fift Chapter 
ofthe Epiſtle to the Galatians,.at:the zz, andz3.verſes, 
that the fruits, or cffefs of the Spirit, are Love, peace, - 
long- ſuffering, gentleneſſe, : meekneſſe, . Temperance». HE 
uferh ro ſpeake. to men in;the voyce;:a0d figure of: 


a.Dave: :!Rut tq ::entitle him to -@U. theſe; forbidden; 


workes of the fleſh, of variance, hatred, iſctlition, --y 
P57 5] refies, 


(17) 
refies, Envyings, murthers, and the like, there reckoned 
up ia the precedent verſes of that Chapter, is to make 
him ſpeak with the voyceof a Raven. 

In ſhort, my Brethren, the holy Ghoſt is nor the Au- 
thor of ſuch Doctrines as breakGodsCommandements 
inthe Pulpit. Noris ita long Prayer, or a zealous two- 
houresreviling of the toot-ſteps of the Lords Anointed, 
their lawfull Soveraigne, which can make their Ser- 
mons to be any other then ſo much Libell, or holy De- 
rracation-; Or which can make their Interpretarions of 
the Word of God, how moderate ſoever in other caſes, 
it they Benot agreeable tothe ſcope, and mind, any in- 
rentionof the holy. Ghoſt,to be any other then ſo many 
zealous miſtakes, and ſo many illegitimare births, and 
creatures ot their owne deluded fancies. 

Next, inpurſuit of this ſeaſonable Argument, give 
me leave, I pray, with all the plainnefle I can, ( for I 
well know where I am, and to what Auditory I ſpeak) 
to-make' it yet farther evident to you, that it I ſhould 
grant what theſc 'Av3iunezy of "Axe, as S. Baſil calls rhem, 
theſe Saints-of a dayes growth,challengeto themſelves, 
who thinke that all that is required to make a Minifter 
of the Golpell, is 73 ca%, onely to be willing, and to 
ſtart up a Preacher. Tf,I ſay, it ſhould be granted them, 
that they have the inward calling of the Spirit, yer God 
is ſo much the God of order, thar unleſſe they will cn- 
ter themſelves into his ſervice, by undergoing thoſe 
Rites of Conſecration,and Impoſition of Hands, which 
God hath preſcribed in his Church, to ſtand for ever as 
the outward formes and-ftgnes- of their vocation too, 
every at of the Miniſtery which they/performe,is but'a 
ſacrifice likertheirs who: offered ftrange' fire before the 
Lord, and miſerably periſht by their owne forbidden 

re B3 & Cenſors, 


(12) 
Cenſors. Or if you will have me expreſle the danger 
of it by a judgement as terrible, Thus to put their hand 
to the Arke, thus to ſupporc it, 1t 't were ready to fall, 
is ſuchan unwarranted picce of officiouineſſe , as will 
(certainly) unrepented, at ſome time or other, draw 
the puniſhmcat of UJJ44 upon them, provoke the abu- 
ſed Almighty to break forth in a flame of fire upon 
them,and conſumethem tortheir unneceflary diligence. 
For here, all the Scriprure examples which imbolden 
them to this worke, doe returne upen them, as ſo many 
inſtances and proofes of their incroachment on our of- 
fice. Forhere let me once more aske them, How was 
Eliſha called to be a Propher © meerly by the ſecret, un- 
knowne whitſper and inftinct of the holy Ghoſt © Tru- 
ly, if he had, yet this would not make much tor themz 
becauſe God never tyed himſclfe preciſely to thoſe 
outward formes inthe choice ofa Prophet, which hee 
then did, and ſtill doth inthe choice of his Pricfts. Yet 
_ thecalling of this Prophet was not without its viſible 
ſigne. Goe, ſayes God to Elias, inthe 19. Chap. of the 
firſt book of Xings, at the 16. verſe, Anoint Eliſha the 
ſonne of Shaphat to be Prophet in thy roome, And whether 
the like Ceremonie of powring oylc en his head, were 
not alſo performed by ſome clder Prophet upon Ames 
as the younger, astis not affirmed, ſo tis not denyed in, 
Scripture, but left probable. In the Conſeeration of 
the Prieſts of thoſe times, the caſe is much more evi- 
dent. Read at your leiſure the-29. Chapter of Exodar ; 
there you ſhall finde, that before God would receive 
them into that ſacred funQion, firſt, divers Sacrifices 
were to be offercd. for them; then they were to be 
brought to the doore of the Tabernacle of ;the Congre- 
gation, and there xo be waſht; chen the Pricfts Gar- 
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ments, the Coat, the Ephod, the Breft-plate and Mitre 

were to be put upon them. Laſtly, tollowed the anoin= 
ting oyle, which was poured: upon their heads : And 
this was the Conſecration of the Prieſts of thoſe 
times, | 

. The Ceremonies of Conſecration in the New Te- 
ftamenr, were different, I confeſle, from thoſe of the 
Old; but yet equivalent, and anſwerable to them in 
their kind. Theſe were, a publike meeting of the 
Church together; a preſentation there made of the per- 
ſon to be made a Prieſt ; folemne prayers and ſupplica- 
tions put up to God, to make him uſefull co his 
Church : and for a feale of all the reft, the Impoſition 
of the Biſhops hands, affiſted by his Presbyters. Mow, 
my brethren, apply this to the ſtrange Prieſts of our 
times, who with uawaſhe feet thruſt themſelves into the 
Tabernacle ; nota ſacrifice, not fo much as a handtull 
of meale, or graine of Incenſe, or drop of oyle, ſpent 
rowards their Confecration; No folemne aflembly, 
no preſentation of themſelves made to God, no impoſi- 
tion of hands, not ſo much as a ſhort Prayer, or benedi- 
ion, or God ſpeed you, uſed towards their ſetting 
forth into the Lords Vineyard, and you will finde that 
theſe are the theeves and robbers fpardon the hardnes 
of the language, I cannot make the Scripture ſpeak 
mildlyer then it doth) which our Saviour Chriſtſpeaks 
of in the 10. Chapter of S, Fohn, at the firſt verſe, Mer 
who enter not in by the doore into the ſheepe-fold, bat climbe 
up ſome other way.In bricte, men,whoſe Sermons andDo- 
Arines correſpond to their cofecrations. Byftealth they 
enter intothe miniſtery, and by ſtea!th they exerciſe it. 
And whereas the marke and Charadter, of all the true 


with 


Miniſters of the Goſpell is to ſtand, having their fees ſhod zpbeſ.s.15. 
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with the preparation of the Goſpel of peace,theſe men wan- 
der, and goc abouur, having tacit tect thod wiithe pre- 
paration ot the Golipel of itrite. Mcn, who never chink 
themielyes ſufficicatly Apoſtics, till all che world doe 
call them the {onnes of thunder too. Men who ſpcake 
. Fire, and throw Lighting among the people; and 
thinke they have then .onely done the worke, and buſi- 
neſlc of an Apoſtle, when they have caſt ghe congrega- 
tion which thcy leave behind them into a combultion 
and flame, I ſhall trouble your patience bur with one 
Objc&ivn, which may poſſibly be made agaioſt what 
I have hitherto ſaid; thatis this : Here, tome one of 
theſe modcrne, ſcltc inipuing Teachers may ſay, Sir, 
you tell us of C:remonics, and Cunlecrations, and I 
know not what, Impoſition ot hanc's; but citiier you 
have forgor your f{cite, or wiſely diflcnbled the vocati- 
on of the Apoſtles. Were nt they without your forma- 
lity of laying von ot hands, withuut all chis adoc of con- 
veying Orders,and tic Lvly Ghoit by tingers, imme- 
diately called by Chriſt * What impoſition of hands 
went to change S. Peter trom a Fiſherman into an Apg- 
ſtle ? or what Biſhops Ceremonies pait ro make Saint 
Paul (in whole perion you have all this while preacht 
againitus) ofa perſccutor of the Church to becme a 
DoGor of the Genti es ? Doth not your owne Tertullian 
ſay, Nonne & Laici Sacerdotes ſum, That any Lay-man, 
if he pleaſe, may bea Pricit? 

To this I reply, firſt, As tor the Apoſiles, tis true, in- 
deed, we doe not reade that they were conſecrated to 
- their Miniſtery by ſuch Rites and impoſition of hands 
as were afterwards received and pridticed in the 
Church. Yet ſomething an{werable to the impoſition 
of hands went to their Conſecration, before they were 
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inveſted wich fall Authority co preach the Goſpel to the 
world, For bcfides their firſt vocation by Chriſt ro be 
' his Diſciples; from whom they -learne chat Goſpel 
which chey afterwards preacht , whar ſayes the Scrip- | 
ture? Tarry ye at Feruſelem, ſayes Chriſt to them, after Luk.z4. 49; 
his Reſurrection, #1 1 ſend the promiſe of my Father upon 
90u, and ye be induced with power from above. And,pray, 
what was that promiule , and what was this power 2 
Certainly, that which you read of inthe ſecond Chap- 
ter ofthe As, where at the time prefixt by Chriſt, the 
holy Ghoſt deſcended on them. And how did he de- 
ſcead.? in aftill, ſoft, ſecrer, inviſible perſwaſton of the 
» Fancy < Orin the filent whiſper of an unperccived Ilu- 
mination.? No ſuch matter, Quod epiſcopus 4lis, ſpiritus 
ſaniFus Apoſtolss, [ayes a learned man, Theholy Ghoſt 
here {applyed the Office of a Biſhop: deſcended upon 
them in an audible ruſhing winde, which fignified his 
election of them to the Eare; And ſate upontheir heads 
1n the ſhape of cloyen Tongues of fire z which ſignified. 
his cle&ion of them to the cye. MH ritue, hee impoſitio z 
Theſe were his ceremonies, this his Impoſition of 
hands, ſaycs-that Author. : So.that all the difference 
 þetweene the Admiſſion ofthe Apoſtles tothe Mini- 
ftcry, and others, was onely this : In other Conſecrati- 
-ons the Bifhop onely granted the power to preach, bur 
beſtows not the Gifes ; Here the holy Ghoſt beſtowed 
both. He firſt by vifible, outward fignes, teſtified to 
the world whom he had chofen , and' to whom they 
were to hearkin ; And then furniſht them . with 
T: ngues, and Languages, and knowledge, and parts, 
fit co be the guides & great Inftruers of the world. Let 
theſe' men make-it -appeare to me that the holy:Ghoſk 
hath chus deſcended _ them; thus turni _—_ 
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with parts, and 1 will moſt willingly refigne my place 


 tothem in the Pulpit. 
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Next,as for S.Pawul,tis cleare by the ſtory ofhis Con- 
verſion,that he received not his Commiſhon to preach 
from that which Chriſt ſpoke to him immediately from. 
Heaven. But what ſayesthe place? After he was fal- 
len to the Earth blind, Are, ſayes Chriſt to him, 
and gee into the City, and there it ſhall be told thee what thou: 
wuſt doe. When he-came into the City,- a certaine 
Diſciple named Aven/ , pre-inſtrufted by Chriſtin a 
viſion, was (ſeat to him, who putting his Hands on him, 
ſayes the Text, ſaid to him, Brother Saul, the Lord (even 

eſs that appeared:to thee inthe way) hath ſent me, thats 
thou wightſt receive thy ſight and be filled with the holy Ghoſt. 
Till his Impoſfirtion ot hands, the holy Ghoſt was not 
beſtowed upon him. And when he was beſtowed up- 
on him, yet he had not his full Commiſfiorr, He was 
but yet a Diſciple conſecrated by a Diſciple. To make 
him an out.right Apoſtle, a higher, ſecond, and more. 
ſolemne conſecration paft upon him. Which you may- 
read in the 13. chapter of the Acs, where, ſaies the- 
holy Ghoſtto the Prophets, and Teachers ofthe Chureh 
of Antioch, ſeperate me Barnabas, and Saul, forthe: worke 
whereguts T heave called thews;; wer.z. And how were the; 
ſeparated, I pray * The third verſe tells youz When the- 
Prophets and Tedchers, there mentioned, had fafted, and 


| prayee, and layd their hands on them, ſayes the Texc; they 


fent thews oway, till then they wanted power, To which 
pailage of his vocation, or calling to the miniſtery, give 


| meleave tqaddethis for his parts. Phat ina humanway 


of acquired: Learning;. he-was the: greateſt Scholter-of- 
dixtime}] bred vp atthe tcor of Gomuliet great Doctor 
ot Law, ſpakemire  Fongues;./artainedby —_ In- 


duftry, thenall the other Apoſtles, which had almofi 
all Languages inſtilled iato them by infuſion, In ſhore, 
he was, verſt, and read, and fiudyed, not only inthe 
Scripture, but inthe higheſt parts of ſecular learning ; 
ds wing of. Menander, Epimenides, and Aratus, 
Heathen Poets. Which is ſure fign to us,chat ſtudics, and 
learning, and paits acquired in Univerſities, are no hin- 
drances, or Impediments, it nor helps tothe Miniſtery, 
Laſtly, as for that ſaying of Terinlian, char Lay-men 
may be Pricfts, he tells you, in the following words, im 
what cafe this isto-.be underftood, Hbieccleſiaſt ich ore 
dinis non ft conſeſus ; Where the condition of the time, 
and place is ſucin, that Ecclefiatticall orders cannor be 
had, It a Chriſtian Lay-man ſhould come into a pagan 
Iland,or into a Country of Heathen people, where there 
15 no true Miniſter, Here Tizgwus, offers, & ſacerdes ex, 
every man is a Prieſt, and may Baptize, and adminiſter 
the Sacrament, and preach as much otthe Goſpellas 
he knowes. Bur where this neceflity 18 not, to ſnatcl 
the Sermon out of the mouth, or the Sacrament aut of 
the hands, or the Child out ofthe armes gf thetrue 
Miniſter, is-certainly robe.in the number. ofthoſfe un- 
called Teachers, of whom God complaines inthe 23. 
Chapter of Feremy, at the 21. verſe; where he ſayes, 
I have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran, I have not ſpoken 
#8 theme, yet they prophecied. And tarther then this I will 
not purſue the frrſt thing Epropoſed to you ; which was, 
by occafjon of Sainr Pauls calling ro be an Apoſtle, to 
remove an crrour of lare taken into the minds of ſome, 
that crafts- men may cxcrciſe the. place and funRion; 

2 he neerhing'T thal obſ; he holy Are Theerifcal! 
The next thing erve to-youzis, t y Fare 2 PRarrinG 
and'infinuation which S. Paul here uſctls — hinifelfe, o 
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minds of his diſagreeing Corinthians.” Though he pro+ 
feſle, inthe beginning of rhe nextChapter,that he came. 


.notto the with that part of an Orator about him, which 


conſiſts in the. excellency of ſpeech, or the cntifing 


words of mans wiſcdome(leſtifhe had done ſo, hee 
might perhaps, have a much glory to himlſelfe, 
 butthen hisMaſter muſt have been in danger to loſe his, 


and ſo the Goſpel have ſuffered from his Eloquence 


And his Epiſtles. might., perhaps, have paſt for- a 
good piece of Riectorick, but not for good Sermons) 
yet he every wherecarryed this other, equally prevyais 


ling part of a good Oratour with him, that, by comply- 


ing with the atfettions of thoſe ro whom he wrote, he 


"firſt transformed himſelt into their ſhapes, and became 


all things to all men, that he might the better crans- 
forme them into his, and make all men:become like 
himſelfe. Thus tothe Jews he became as a Jew , and 


put himſelf a while with them.under the-Law, that by. 


inſenſible degrees he might-rtake their yoke from them, 
and might beger their liking, and entertainment of the: 


Goſpell.., And thus to the Gentiles , who were with-. 


out the Law, he becameas a Gentile, without the Law 
too, that he might unite them tothe Jews. IfI may 
ſpeak of him by his ownedeſctiprion of himſclfe, (and 


certainly, in that deſcription of himſelfe he was in{pi- 


red toſpeak Truth as well as in his ather writings) as: 
he was got choſen, like the reſt ofthe Apoſtles, out of 
Fiſher-men, or men unlearned, nor call'd to preach the 
Goſpell from mending Nets ; But as there was a con- 


currence of natural], acquired; andinfuſed abilities-in- 


him, which rendred him though not one of the ewelve, 
- of cquall gifts,:and endowments to them all. Laſt- 
y, aS his taske, and patent to. preach- the Goſpell was 
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much larger then the reſt, as much larger, asthe' reſt of 
mankind was larger chea the Nation of theJews, Soin 
the performance of his taske, he never tayled to ex- 
prefle all this. Like the Beaſt, of which Pliny ſpeakes, 
which puts on the likeneſſe of every thing next it, and 
ſhowes like a flower before a flower, like a ſtreame be- 
fore a ſtream,and like a flame before a flame; ſo *twas a 
piece of this. Apoſtles (Arrt ſhall I ſay 2 or) holy com- 
miſſion,to be all rhings to all men.Strong with the ftrong, 
and weake withthe weake, To part with his Liberty 
tothe ſcrupulous, and to uſc ic with the indifferent, To 
eat allthings with thoſe that did cart all things,and with 
thoſe that did not, ro keepe himſclfe ro hearbs. Will 
you heare him in all theſe particulars expreſſe him- 
ſeife 2 Turne to the eight Chap. of this Epiſtle, and to 
the 19. verſe, where {ctting down the end, and aime 
which he propoſed to all his holy Arcs,he (ayes, ThougB 
I be free from all men, thatis, no way obliged ro.doe as I 
doe, but for my Maſters ſervice, yet have 1 made my ſelfe 
4 ſervant to all that 1 might win the more. Now it humility; 
and the caſting of himſclf below himſelf;if robeſeech, 8 
catrear, & petition there,where he had ſufficientautho- 
rity and commiſſion ro enjoyn & command, be to wear 
the form of a ſervant ; -and if all diſcreet Behaviours, 
compliances, and applicatians, take their meaſure, and 
uſe,and praiſe,from:the good end ro which they are di- 
rected, &the good ſucceſle which they are likely to pro- 
cure,in all hiSEpiſtles I find not this Apoſtle more expe- 
diently making uſe of his Art in the form of a ſuppliant; 
then. jn this Text, . For conſider theſe Corinthians; to 
whom he here applics himſelfe, divided, and broken 
into FaQions; and theſe Factions ſeverally deriving 
themſelves, ſome from him, others from Cephas, others 
C3 from 
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from, Apolles, (Names, in their Opinions, as holy, and ' 
great as his) and to have dcalt imperiouſly with them, 
or to have uſed his Apoſtolicall power , and to have 
commanded them to agreement,had not beene to make 
peace,bur to animate, aad inflarae that party which cal- 
d themſelves his fide.It had been too, to call up op- 
poſition, and difdaine, inthe others, who were nor of 
that fide, Who, citing Apotos, or Saint Peter againſt 
bim, and thinking ito be tome confeſſion of their er- 
rour and' weakneſſe, ta yeeld firſt, orto goe overts 
them who ſaid they wereof Paz, it being as reafonable 
thatthey ſhauld come over ta them who laid they were 
of Cephas, or ApoHes, might have askt the ſame queſtion 
which the ſtriving Ifraclite askt Moſes, Who made thee & 
Fudge over ws * And might have ſeconded this queition 
with another, and have askt him, How one intereſted, 
and ingaged, nay the head, (as they conceived) ofa 
Faction, could be preſumed to bean impartiall recon- 
ciler * The better , therefore, to eſtabliſha peace and 
concord among them, S. Paul, in this Chap.proceeds by 
3.conducible waies of Reconciliation. At the 13.ver.he 
clears himſelt from all intereſt or engagement to a ſides 
and <qually blaming thoſe who ſaid they were of Paul, 
as thote who {aid they were of Cephas or Apolios, he asks 
them how it cameto paſſe, that they dealr with the Go- 
ſpell of Chriſt, which wasentirc and ſeamleſſe, like his 
Coatec, asthe Souldiers did with his other Garmenes, 
divided it by a kind of blinde Lottery among them, and 
every one take his ſhare * 7s Chriſt divided? Saycs he. 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye BaptiJed inthe name 
of Paul 7 It you werent, why doe you railea ſc, and 
Faction, from him * Why doe you call your ſelves by 
way of maxke and diftinion, Paslz/ts ? And lo turne 
; | the 
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the name of your Preacher and Apoſtle, into the name 
of a Schiſme and ide ? 

Next, as he well knew that the readycſ way to re- 
concile all ſides , was to maniteſt himſeclte to be of 
none ; fo he well knew too, that he that would knit, 
and re-unite diſagreeing minds, was not to deale rough- 
ly, or magiſterially with them, (tor that were to loſe 
both , and to turne the enmity and hatred which they 
held between themſelves, .upon the Reconciler, who 
ſtrived to make them friends) but was to quench ſuch 
diſcords with ſoft language, and to cure ſuch rents and 
wounds: of the Church by pouring oyle into them, 
Though, therefore, being armed with the authority of * 
Chriſt himſelte, he might, with juſtice enough, have 
made Decrecs and Ordinances to bind chem to agree- 
ment, yet he rather chooſeth to reconcile them to one 
another with their owne conſents, In a mild,and hum- 
ble addreſſe of himſelf, therefore, not encitting himſelf 
more to one fide then anather , he equally befcecherh 
them all, that he might che more regardfully be liftned 
to by all. And he befeecherh them for things which 
lictle concerned himſclfe, but for their owne goed. He 
petitions them that they would be ſaved,and ſpends in- 
treaties that they. would vouthſafe to gee to heaven. 
He requeſts them that they would not be worfe Chri- 
ſtians, that is, Schiſmatiques and Separatiſts, then they 
were Heathens, that is, unanimous Idolaters. | 

Laſtly, he begs of them that they would once more- 
bez Church and City ; that is, a place of communion, . 
and ſocicty, ani Chriſtian converſation. And that hee 

mightthe more prevailingly obraine this of them, he 
addreſſcrth himſelfe to them in a ftyleand compellation 

of the greateſt and gertleſt perſwaſion to peace _—— | 
| e 
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be uſed, and calls them Srethren. A word, which to re- 
-movye all opinion ot Better or Worte, or of Inferiour,or 
Superiour, (the uſuall grounds of diſcord) not onely 
ſignifies an equality berween the Beſeecher and the 
beſcech'd, and the beſcech'd ameng themſcives, (For 
Eſſe Fratres eſt relatio inter  equales, ſayes the Lawyer as 
well as Logician ; To be brethren, carryes a reference 
of equality ro one another) bur ic implycs all the natu- 
ral and religious grounds for which menought ro main- 
taine League, and Agreement,and Peace with one ano- 
ther. For ia calling them Brethren, he called chem men 
of the ſame ſociable kind, £qually deſcended from the 
ſame common originall and ttock, and cqually wearing 
in theirnature, one and the ſame common mage of 
God. And,therefore, for this they were not to diſagree, 
or quarrell with one another : Since likenefle of kind 
Maititaines Agreement bertweene ſavage beafts, and 
Tigers, Leonum feritas inter ſe non dimicat, ſorpentum 
morſns non petunt ſerpentes , Who ever heardota Lyon 
devourcd by a Lyon © Or who ever heard of a ſerpent 
ſtung by a ſerpent ? much lefſe ſhould men, then, bite, 
and devoure, and prey upon one anocher. _ 
Again,in calling them Brethren, beſides che naturall 
affinity that was berwech them as men, he pur them in 
minde of cheir ſpirituall alliance, as they were Chriſti- 
_ans too. That is, men allyed ro one another hy.one 
common Faith, one common Hope, one common Re- 
'demprion, and theretorc to meet in one common bond 
of Peace. and Charity too. Rixari, & ſeinuicem conyiin 
laceſſere Infidelium et, *Tis tor Infidcls, and men not 
converted to the Faith, to provoke, or brawle, or quar- 
rell with one another. | 


Thirdly, leſt all this ſweetneſle of addrefle and lan- 
| | | guage 


(23) 
uage ſhou'd not prevaile, he joynes Conjuration to 
*euurtion, but veyles it inthe ſtyle and forme of aÞeciti- 

.on too, and beſcecheth them to unity by the name of 
"Ms, and their Lord Jeſus Chriſt. A name,by which, as 
2 - he had before diſpoileſt devils, cured fickneiles, and re- 

; ſtored the dead to life againe,ſo he requeſts thar he may 
diſpoſſcflc opinions, curedivifions, and reſtore agree- 
ment by ic too.1t being that name into which they were 
; all baptized, and to which they had all paſt their pro- 

a” miſes and vows. Laſtly, a name by which they were all 
A to be ſaved; and by which they, by whoſe names (to 

the blemiſh and diſparagement of This) they called 

themſelves, were, with them, equally tobe called, that 
is, Chriſtians. 
Here, then, 'ewere much to be wiſht, that the Prea- 
chers of our times would: deale with their diſagreeing 
flocks, as this Apoſtle dealt with his : That is, that they 
would imploy their holy, and religious arts and endea- 
: vours, by ſwectneſlſe of language, and indifferencie of 
behaviour to all parties, to recofcile them. For fince is 
may be truly ſaid of Preachers, what was once 7 ay of 
Orators, that the people are the waters, and rity the 
windes that move them, to be thus the winds to them, | 
asto ſpeak, and move, and blow them into waves and +I 
billowes; which ſhall roll, and ſtrike, and daſh, and | 
break themſelves againſt each other ; Or to be thus the 
winds to them, as to rob them. of their calme, and to 
bi trouble the peacefull courſe, and ſtreame of things well 

x ſerled, and to raiſe a ſtorme and tempeſt there, where 

they ſhould compole and allay one, is not to atthe 

part of an Apoftle, or of a preacher of the Goſpell, but. 

of an Erynns, or Fury, who aſcending trom Hell with a 

fircbrand in her hand,and Snakes on her Head, ſcatters 

| D Warres, 
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Warres, and Strites, and Hatreds, and Murthers, and 
Treaſons, and Betrayings of one another as ſhe paſſeth., 
Every hayre of her head hurld among the people bes, 
comes a ſedition, and ſerpent, and every- ſhaking 
her Torch, ſets Villages, and Townes, and Citics, and 
Kingdomes, and Empires in a Combuftion, 

Alas, my Brethen, how many ſach furies, rather 
then Preachers, have for ſome yeares walkt among us 2 
Men who ſpeaking to the people ina whirle-winde, 
and breathing nothing but pitcht-fields, and fieges,and 
{laughters of their Brethren,do profeſſe noSermon to be 
2 Sermon, which reads not the Rocks and Mountains 
before it : forgetting that God rather dwells in Kill, 
ſoft voyces. Tis true indeed, the holy ' Ghoſt once 
aſſumed the ſhape of cloven Tongues of fire : Bur that 
was not from thence to beget Incendiaries of the 
Church ; Teachers whoſe Dodrine ſhould be cloven 
roo; And which ſhould tend only to divide their Con- 
gregations. | 

If I ſhould ask you, From whence have ſprung our pre- 
ſent diſtractions? Or who are they who keep thewounds 
of ourUivided Kingdome bleeding * Arc they not cer- 
tain tempeſtuous, uncharitably ative men, who make 
it their work and bulineſle to rob men of the greateſt 
temporall Bleſſing of the Scripture, and ro preach: 
every man out of the ſhade of his owne vine, and out of 
the fruit of his owne Figge-tree, and aut of the water: 
of his owne Citterne ? Are they not men who will 
ſtone you for your Vineyard, and then urge Scripture 
for it? And will take away your ficld, your poſſeſſion, 
your dayly Bread from you, and then repay you with 
2 piece of E/ay, or EFekjel, or one of the Prophets, and 


call this meking, and reformation ? Arcthey not men 
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who doe only profeſſe to have the Art, not to heale, or 
cloſe, or reconcile, but to. inflame, and kindle fides ? 
Men, who blow a Trumper in the Pulpit, and there 
breathe nothing but thunder, and ruine, and deſolation, 
and deſtruction * Whole followers call themſclves 
Brethren, indecd, and boaſt much of their charicy ; Bue 
they call only ſuch as are of their owne confederacy 
Brethren ; and make no other vſe of the word 
which was at firſt impoſed by Chriſt, to be the ſtyle, 
and marke of Agreement and peace, then to be the 
word and marke to know a faction by : and make no 
other uſeof cheit charity, which ſhould extend it ſclfe 
to all men, even to their very cnemies, but only 
ro keepe themſelves together in a Separation, and 
conſpiracy. 

- Laſtly, theſe are the men, who, when they ſhould 

ſtrive to quench the preſent flame with their teares, doe 
conjure ascarneſtly by the name of Chriſt to diſcord 
and confuſion, as S. Paw, here inthis Text, doth to 
order and agreement. Men who call it prophecy, 
and cdification, and building up of the people, when 
they break, and divide them into Secs and fations, 

As zcalouſly exhorting them to ſpeak diverſe things, 
as Saint Paw! here exhorts them to ipeak all the 
ſame. Which is the next thing to be confiderd , And 
the firſt fteppe towards the reconciliation, -and peace, 
here petitioned for, which is unity and agreementin 
compellations and names, in theſe words , Now I be- 
ſeech you Brethren, that yee all ſpeak the ſame thing. 

' Whether the diſperſion of men, after the building 
of the Tower of Babel, over the face of the whole 
earth, were a puniſhment, or a bleſſing to man-kind, I 
ſhallnotinthis Auditory cxamine, or diſpute. ny 
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thus much we learne from the Hiſtory of that place, 
that the occaſion of that diſperſion and ſeparation of 
men from one another, ſprung firſt from the confuſion 
which God threw among them; and that confuſion 
ſprung from their diverſity of ſpeech. For as ſpeech 
wasar firſt beſtowed upon us by God, that wee might 
hold League, and Society, andfriendſhip with one ano- 
ther : ſo you may reade in the 11. Chapter of Geneſes, 
that as long as all the world was of one language, and 
of one ſpeech,they lived unanimouſly together like men 
of one Emily and houſe. One heart, one (oule ſeemed 
ro move inthem all. Bat when they once ceaſt to be 
unius labii homines, men. of the ſame lip, and ſpeech, 
when as many languages were throwne among them , 
as they afterwards poſſecſt Countries, then ſocicty, and. 
co-habitation, and brotherhood ceaſt among them too, 
They were ſcattered abroad upon the face of all the earth, 
ſayes the Scripture. They who were betore children of 
the ſame common Anceſtours, and derived themſelves 
from the ſame common parentage and ſtock, as it they 
had been borne in the adverſe Hemiſpheres of the 
world, or had taken their beginning from as many ſeve- 
rall Parents, as they afterwards found Ifands, of one 
great Family and Kinred, became ſo many divided Na- 
LIONS, 

As this diverſity of Tongudts at firſt. broke the world 
into the ſeverll crumbles and portions of men, who 
from that time to this have divided it among them, ſo 
there is not any one thing which hath ſo fatally divided 
Kingdomes, and States,, and Churches. againſt them- 
ſclves, ſometimes to an utter extirpation, many times to 
an eternall breach, and Irreconciliation, as diverſity.of 
Language. Idoc not meanc when: men ſpeak divers 
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tongues of ſeveral! dialects, and fignifications, (as when 
they attie building of Babel {poke ſome of them He- 
brew perhaps, ſowe of them Greek ) but my mea- 
ning is, that nothing more dire&ly tends to the diviſion 
ot a State, or Church, rhen for ſ{everall companies of 
men to diſtinguiſh, and divide and ſeparate themſclves 
trom one another, by certayne words and names of 
marke and difference, eſpecially if they be words of 
diſgrace, and icandall, and reproach, wurually impo- 
ſed, and ſtucke upon each other, Or words of tation, 
and combination, aſſumed and taken by thernſclves, 
Then, it hatred of perſon, or difference of Religion do 
accompany ſuch words of diſtinction, that for the moſt 
part befalls them, which befell the men of the old 
world, they breake ſociety and Commnnion, and 
crumble alunder ; And of one people become fo many 
divided Nations, and Churches to each other. This 
is an Engiae which the devil}, and wicked Politirians, 
have in all ages of the world made ule of, to diſturb the 
peace, and trouble the happinefle of Kingdomes, and 
Common-wealths. Making holy, vertuous. words, 
and names, many times the partition wall of ſeparations 
And the device,and incitement,not only to divideKing- 
doms, but Corporations, and private familyes againſt 
themſelves. As long as the Jews called themſclves by 


_ . oneand the ſame common name of their Father Facob, 


Iſraclites, they made but one State, one Common» 
wealth among them. But when onceten Tribes in- 
groſſed that name to themſelves, and the other two for 
diſtintion ſake called themſelves by the Tribe of 
Fudah,the moft united, happyecſt,neerlieſt allyed people 
in the world, a'pcople of one bloud, as well as one 
Language, fell aſunder, and divided themſelves, like 
D3 Facob 
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- Facob, and Eſas, intorwo hoſtile, irreconcileable, never 
moreto be united Kingdomes. And this was the caſe 
of theſe diſagreeing Corinthians, to whom Saint Paw/ 
direRed this Text. As long as they called themſelves, 
by one, andthe ſame common name of Chriſtians, they 
made but one Ciry, one Church, one place of Con- 
cord, But when they once beganto diſtinguiſhthem- 
ſelves by their ſeverall Teachers : When ſome ſaid, 
We are of Paul, others, we are of Cephas , A third ſorr, 
we arc of a Apollos, And only a fourrh ſort, more Or- 
thodox then the reſt, we are of Chriſt , Then, then, in- 
decd, asif Chrift had been divided, or had been the 
Authar of ſeverall Religions, preacht among them by 
ſeverall Apoſtles, they became broken, and rent, and 
torne aſunder, into ſeverall Churches, and Congrega- 
tions. Where their uſuall cuſtome was, not onlyto 
oppoſe Sermon againſt Sermon, and Goſpell againſt 
Goſpcll, and Teacher againſt Teacher, but every one 
in the defence of their own Teacher, and his Goſpel, 
thought ir part of their Religion to extol], and quore, 
and urge the purity, and infallibility. of the one, ro the 
depreſſion, and difgrace, and contempt of the other: 
'Fill ar length ir came to paſſe, (as I told you before) 
that that which begun in Religion, proceeded to bad 
manners, and ill behaviour. Markes and words of di- 
ſtintion , and difference, grew to bitter invedives, 
and mutuall reproaches of one another. They who 
were the followers of Saint 2«#/s Docrine,called thoſe 
who followed Apollos, by way of marke, and infamy, 
Apolloniſts, And they who were the followers of Apol- 
tos, by way of retaliation, and brand, called the fol- 
lowers of Saint Pasl, Pauliſts,though Saint Paw and Apol- 
tos preacht- both the ſame Dactrine. Hard cenſures 
© flew 
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flew between them in as hard language; who ever was 
not of a party, nor enrolled of a fide, was thoughtto be 
without the pale of the Church. The gates of Hea- 
ven were ſhut againſt him, and nothing bug reprobati- 
on, and the lotof the damaned, and hell fire, were al- 
lowed to be his portion. 

Here then, my Brethren, let me make my ap- 
peal ro every one of you who hear me this day, hath 
notShis been our very caſe? I muſt with ſorrow of 
heart conteſle to you, that as often as I have for 
{ome yeares, made to my ſelfe a contemplative ſur- 
vey of this unhappy Kingdome, I have beene able to 
diſcover no cauſe ſo pernicious for the many alienations 
of minde, or the many ſeparations of Congregation 
from Congregation, heightned at length into the tra- 
cedy of an over-ſpreading Civill Warre, as certaine 
vaine, ridiculous, empty words, and names of diſtin&i- 
on among us; which have ſprung from ſome mens 
ftricter, or looſer carriage ofthemſelves intheir pro- 
feſſion of the ſame Religion. They of the more free, 
and open carriage, and behaviour, who call a ſevere 
regularity, and ſtrineſle of lite, preciſeneſſe, and an 
abridgement of Chriftian liberty, have called thoſe of 
a more reſerved, and lockt up, and demure converſati- 
on, Puritans, and Round-heads, and I know not what 
other names of contumely, and reproach. And they 
of the more ſtrict behaviour, have equally as faulty, 
called thoſe of a freer, and lefſe compoſed converſati- 
on, Libertines, and Papiſts ; The uſuall words of in- 
famy made to fignifie a Cavallier. Theſe rwo words, 
my Brethren, have almoſt deftroyd a flouriſhing King- 
dome bertweene them. | 

Tothis, I cannot but adde one moſt — 
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of our preſent divifions more, which people have deri- 
ved tothemſclves from making themſelves followers 
too much ot ſeverall Teachers , and afteRing too much 
to be called after their names : whileſt one taycs, I am 
of Paul, another, I umof Cephas, a third, I am of Apollos, 
only a tew neutrall men, We are of Chriſt, Nay, it we 
needs muſt go ſeverall wayes, | could with we had ſuch 
iacred names, as'Saint Paul, cr Saint Peter, or Apelios to 
divide us, I know not whether it wilbe ſeaſonabl#tor 
me to ſpeake it in this Aſſembly : Bit we for ſome late 
yeares have choſen toour ſelves names more moderne, 
and fallible ro divide our ſelves by; whileſt ſome 
have ſaid, We are of Calvin, others, Weare of Arminius, 
others, We are of Secinus. Thele, to the blemiſh, and 
reproach of Chriſtian Religion, have becne made 
names of ſtrife, and faction. Yet they have beene 
great and learned names; Though ſome of them I 
muſt confcſſe, have been lyable ro humane Errours, 
But it you conſider the many rents, and ſeparations into 
which the ordinary ſort of people have for ſome yeares 
divided themſclves, either you will fade no names at 
all for them,or names fo unlearned, ſo obſcure,ſo alro- 
gether mechanicke, and inconfiderable, that *rwill be 
your wonder how ſuch vulgar, rude, untaught Tea- 
chers ſhould draw Diſciples afcer them. *T would poſe 
me very much ro tell you by any Monument of lear- 
ing, or picty, - which he bath left behind him to be 

knowne' by, who was the Farther, or firſt bringer up of 
the ſc& of the Browniſts ; or who was the firſt Author 

of the ſe of the Anabaptiſts.I know there were Ana- 

baprifts in diverſe of the Fathers times z and know too, 

that the parent of thar ſe then, though he were an 

Hereticke, yet he was a Scholler. Bur as for the _ 

- thor 
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thor ofthe ſe of the Anabaptiſts of our times, I can- 

not well ſay what he was, One who hath writtenthe 
Hiſtory of their wilde proceedings at Munſter, (where 
they begun-with the reformation of the Caurch of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and proceeded art length to three wives a 
picce) ſayes, he was a Dutch Botcher ; one who re- 
payrdold Garments under a itall at Zeyden inthe Low- 
Countryes ; Another ſayes he was a Germane Cobler ; 
A third, that he was a Weſtphalia Needle-maker, But 
another controlls that, and ſayes he was a Weſtphalia 
Baker. But what ever he were, have not we in our 
times ſcene Patriarchs, and Prophets, as vulgar and 
mechanicke, as unlcarned and baie as hes Men who 
have invaded the Pulpir, L will not fay, from mending 
old breeches, or cobling old ſho :es, (pardon the home- 
lincſle of the exprefiion, I belecch you,tis but the Hiſto- 
rians Latine tranilitred into my Engliſh) but from 
Trades ſo meane, fo difingenuous, {o1lliberall, that I 
ſhould- defile your Eares, and the Pulpir to deſcribe 
them : And yet, have not theſe. moderne ſhades of 
MuntJer, John of Leyden, Rotman, Knippenburge, Knip- 
perdolling, Melchior, Hoffman, the great Enthuſiaſts, and 
diſturbers of Germany , to the Aſtoniſhnent of all 
judging men, drawne Diſciples after them, IwiſhT 
could only ſay, as meane, and baſc, and vulgar asthern» 
ſclves ? Certainly, my Brethren, confider the parallel 
well between the inſpired Troublers of our Kingdome, 
and thoſe, who by their wilde Dodrines did ſect Weſt 
phalis, Saxony,Munſter, and all the nobleſt parts of the 
Germane Empire in a flame, and you will finde, that in 
this ſad Eclipſe of Monarchy among us, there wants on- 
ly a Sarcinator, of Butcher, to aſſume to himſelfe the 
Crowne,and to he called by a Sancdrim or pvp | 
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cel of the like Trades, Rex jaſtitie , nove Feruſalem Im- 
perator, King of Rightcoulneile, and Emperour of rhe 
new jcrufalem, ro.make our caſe the very ſame with 
theis. 

Againe, in this diverſity of Guides and Paſtors, (Pa- 

ſtors ſcarce fit ro be Overſcers of unreaſonable Flocks) 
doc we not allo heare as great a diverſity of language 
ſpoken ? The Lay-Preacher accuſerh the. Univerſity 
man with want of the Spirit, and we of the Univerſity 
doc back againe account-ſuch Lay-men mad. Nay a- 
mong us Scholars,they who pretend toCalvins doarine, 
doe baniſh all thoſe our of the ſtate of ſalvation, who 
deny abſolute Predeſtination ; Or hold*nor, that from 
all cternity, withour any reſpec to rheir works or aQti- 
ons, whether they be good or bad ,, Ged hath paſt this 
ſad irreverſible ſentence and decree, Thar ſome ſhall 
neceſſarily be ſaved, others ſhall as. neceſſarily be dam- 
ned. They who: think this a- piece of Stoiciſme, or a: 
docrine brought into the world to drive people 'to de- 
ſpairc, doe cqually baniſh choſe from. the ſtare of ſal- 
vation, who thus uncharitably baniſh others. Bur what 
ſpeak I ro-you of this Congregation of ſuch high, ſcho- 
larly diſſentions ? of. diſcourſe ro- you of diſputes and 


controverfics, not in the power of Scripture, Synods,or 


Gencrall Councelsto decide © That which hath more 
troubled the peace of our diſtrated Kingdome, hath 
been a ſtrife of words about things as ſmall asCummin, 
or Anice: And about that part of the Kingdome of 
heaven which lycs not wrapt up in an unſcarchable De- 
crce, or aneternall ſentence of Gods concealed Will, 
bur in a graine of muſtard-feed:; A little, eight, indit- 
ferent Ceremony, or picce of Church-Diſcipline. One 
- hath call'd jt Idvlarry to make an-obeyſance in the 

| | Church ;. 
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Church, another hath call'd it a piece of Gads out- 
ward worſhip to doe ſo. One hath ſtyled the Crofle in 
Baptiſme a ſigne of Superſtition ; another hath Ryled 
ic the marke, and badge, and embleme ot his Chriftia+ 
nity and protcfſion. One calls all Pictures in Church. 
windows, Idols, another looks on them as ſomuch ho- 
ly ſtory , brought into Imagery and Colours. : The 
yery garments we weare have not eſcaped contradidti- 
on, Onecalls the Surplice a Romiſh veſture ;anorher 
calls it a white robe of Innocence, and Dccencie. Nay 
our very Prayers and Devotions have not been free 
from quarrels, Whilſt ſome have called the Lords 
Prayer, A perte& forme , cnjoyned by Chrift ta be 
ſaid as 'tis ; others' moſt irreverently have called it a 
Taylors Meaſure , fit onely to cur out other Petitie 
ons by. | 

In this miſerable diverſity of fides,then,where Coun« 
erymen, and men of the ſame ſpeech, doe {q ordinarily 
ſpeak divers languages, what way isthere left ro beger 
2a peace and union among us ? 

Truly, my brethren, I know none ſo fit as that which 
Saiac Pasl here preſcribes inthis Text, a way, which if 
it were well practiced, or if men would either have 
more charity, or lefle gall inthem, wou'd intime beger 
an union and agreement between all Churches ; that is, 
ive, T3 eaird Nowae! mixree: that we all (peak the ſame thing. 
That is, firſt, that we lay afide all thoſe odious, hatefull 
names and words of reproach , which ſerve onely to 
provoke and engender ſtrifes, and to beget a dillike of 
one mans converſation with another; that the honeſt, 
tri, gegular,heedfull, conſcientious man, be no longer 
called a Puritane, nor his wife a' holy Siſter ; Nor the 
free, fogiable,-affidbie, open; ——_ — 

2 man, 


(34) 
man, be any longer called a Papiſt, or Atheiſt, or by 
way ot reproach, a Cavallier. 1 ſpeak not now of the 
adulrerous, ſwearing, riotous, lying, drinking, covertous 
man; thele are ſuch, that one of the wayes to reforme 
them, is ro call them by their right names, 

Next, that we no longer as our intereſts, or affe&i- 
ons, or prejudices,or education,orcuſtomes {way us, pin 
our Belcete or Faith upon any one particular Guide :or 
Teacher, ſo irremovably, as without compariſon or cx+ 
amination to reje& and deſpiſe all others. I am of opi- 
nion we ſhould quickly make one Church againe, if 
thoſe new-borne names and words of Independent and 
Presbyter did'not divide us. And Iam alfo perſwaded, 
that our. ſeverall: Diſciplines and: Doarines have not 
kept the Church of Rome at a greater diſtance with us, 
then the ſtyle and compellation of Proteſtant and 
Papiſt, . | TN 1181 BY | 
Mat, that we Scholars, inthofe-high myſterious 
points which have equall argument and proofe on both 
fides, and which both ſides (tor ought I know) may 
hold, yet mect in heaven, doe faQiouſly or perempto- 
rily berake our ſelves to neither; But either lay them 
afide, as things of meere contemplation, not of praiſe 
or uſe, orclſc ſpeak of them to the people, onely in 
that generall ſenſe wherein all ſtdes agree, and as thar 
generall ſenſe is laid downeto.us in the Scripture. 

. - Laſtly, that in matters of Ceremony and Forme , 
things eitheraltogether indifferent ,- or at moſt neither 
enjoyned, nor forbidden inthe Scripture , that our car- 
riage and words be alwayes as:indifferent: Fhat we 
cal not that ſcandalous whichis decent; or thatUeccent 
which is. ſcandalous! That weipreſſe notthirtgs as ne- - 
ceſlary, whichatc incerly ornamentall3;norimpoſe or-: 
£57 : $I naments 
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naments as things of neceflicy, That where no well. 
eftabliſht Law is broken by it, both in Action and Lan- 
guage, where ever we come, we conforme our ſelves'to 
the harmelefle (though to us unuſuall) cuſtome of the 
place: Herein imitating that ſure example of S. Paul, 
by being ſtrong with the ſtrong , and weak with the weak , 


. AS Neere aS WE Can, to become all things to all men. In 


things meerly Ceremoniall, to part with our Chriftian 
liberty, and peaceably to yecld to thoſe, who, being 
otherwie perlwaded, will contentioully refuſe ro part 
with theirs. And where our ſalvation, or the ſalvation 
of our neighbour 1s not concerned, Charitably to com- 
ply , and ſort with their infirmicies; neither crofling 
them by our . practice, though perhaps the better, nor 
perplexing them with our diſputes, though perhaps 
the more rationall : Bur if it be poſſible, as much as 
lies in us, :not only to have peace with all mer in words 
and ſpeech, but in ſocicty, and converſation, and 
Church-Afſemblies roo: Which is the next degree of 
Unity here petitioned for, that is, an Uniry of mecting 
together in the ſame Houſe of God, ſet downe in theſe 
words , I beſeech you, Brethren, that there be no diviſions 
among yon. | | 

Thar I may the clearelier proceed inthe interpreta- 


tion ofthis part ofthe Text, I ſhall defire you to ob- unity of 


ſerve, that the word which we here in Engliſh doe tran- 
{late Diviſons, is in the Originall Grecke (by which we 


| areto order our expoſition) x «r,. A word which ſig- 


nifies not every. kinde of rent, or diviſion, or diſagree- 
ment among men ; but ſuch a diviſion only as is accom« 
panyed with a perverſe, unreaſonable deniall of ſociet 
and Communion : together in the: ſame . Church, 
divigon. which carryes. with it an obſtinate ſeparation 
E 3 upon 
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upon unneceſſ:;ry grounds, Which unneceſſary ſepa. 
ration upon weake, flight grounds, is that which Saint 
Paul, here in this Text, by way of difterence and diſtia- 
ion from lighter Rents, call's #«7, Schiſmes.A finne, 


my Brethren, 'of which it I ſhould diſcourſe to y ou ar 


large, and ſhould ſhow you the hainouſneſle of it, by its 
dangerous cffe< +; I might cel you that ris nor only a fin 
againſt jhe ſociable nature of men, who are borne tor 
Communion and Commerce, and the mutuall helpe of 
ene another , but tis a finne directly againſt thar unity 
and peace, which Chritt, as his laſt Legacy, bequeath'd 
to his -Church. A finne, which, (befides the uncha- 
ritzble opinion which accompanyes it, which is, 
thar they who are ſeparated from , muſt there- 
fore be ſeparated from , becauſe they are wicked, 
deplorably wicked men, men reprobated, and utterly 
loſt in the wayes of Errpur, and with whom all com- 
munion is deſtructive to our Salvation }doth not alwzies 
confine it ſelfe within the retired, ſequeſtred limits of a 
bare (ſeparation. But that which art firſt began from a 
{cruple, hath many times proceeded roa Tragedy and 
maflacre, They whoat firſt cauſcleily ſeparated chem- 
ſelves from their Brethren, becauſe they were wicked, 
have many times, as thcir ſtrength and numbers have 
encouraged them, and as thetime hath favourd their 
Reformation (as they have called it) proceeded from 
the rectifying of mens Errours, to the leſſening of their 


fortunes. And they only have ar length been called che _ 


wicked, who have beenerich, and have had Eſtates to 

loſe. | 
Thar only which 1 ſhall further ſay ro you ofit, is 
this. Scparation is a-finne which hath alwayes veyld 
it ſc{fe 1a the diſguiſe of ſanRiry.” 'Thus Movtenm, and 
| his 
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his followers, broke. off Communion with the whole 
Chriſtian Church then in the world, becauſe, forſooth, 
*cwas revealdtothem by Divine illuminatzon, that the 
holy Ghoft was no where to be found bur in their 
Conventicle, An Herefic, which beginning in Schiſme, 
proceeded at Jengrh to this monſtrous conceit among 
them, Thar onely the houſe of Mentanw was the true 
Church, and that Morranw himiclte was the holy 
Ghoſt. Thus alſo the Donatifts ( an over-icrupulaus 
ſe of men) divided themlclves from the then Catho- 
lique Church, becauſe *twas not pure cnough for ſuch 
ſanRified Communicants ; nor complyed with the in- 
ſpircd dottrines of the Father of that Set. Andthis, it 
fecmes, was the fault. of thele Cor:mthians here in this 
Text; who having entitled themſclvesrto f{everall Tea- 
chers, proceeded by degrees to divide themſclves into 
ſeverall-Churches and Congregations : Every one of 
which challenging to themlclves rhe true and right 
Religion, and charging the others with the name of 
the talſe, thought at length that no way was left to 
keepe themſclves pure and unſpotted, but by breaking 
off all Religious, nay Civill Commerce and Commyu- 


Aion with each other. Hence, for feare of infeRion, 


"*twas held a Crime for any but the Righteous, to 
aſſemble,or converſe with any but rhe Righteous,orfor 
any to meet together at a ſpiritual Exerciſe, but ſuch 

who firſt agreed inthe ſame purity of Opinions. 
Here,then,I may once more take the liberty to paral- 
1c) one people with another; is not this our very caſe ? 
Hath it not been the practice of many, many yeares, for 
thofe who call themſelves the godly, the righteous,the 
children of the moſt High, to breake off ſociery, and 
Communion, nay almoſt neighbourly civility, _ 
| thole 
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thoſe whom they call the wicked ? As there were a- 
mong the Jewes certaine unclecane places, and things, 
and perſons, which whoſoever toucht were for that 
time uncleane roo , ſo, hath not the like opinion paſt a- 
mong us, that there have beene cerraine unholy, unſan- 
ified places, and perfons, which make thole- who 
touch, or approach. necre them — too 7 Have not 
ſome Pulpits beene thought unfanified, becauſe, for- 
ſ{ooth, the Preacher hath beene ungitted 2 And where- 
in, I pray, hath his ungitcednefle appeared ? Becauſe he 
hath not expreſt himſelte inthat light, Auenc, running, 
paſſionate, zcalous ſtyle, which ſhould make him tor 
that time ſceme religiouſly diſtraced, or befide him- 
ſelfe £ Or becauſe his prayer, or Sermon hath beene 
premeditated, and hath not flowne from him in ſuch an _ 
Ex-tempore looſe carecre of deyourt emptineſles and no- 
things, as ſerve onelyto entertaine thepeople, as Bub- 
bles doe children, with a thin, unſolid, brirtle, paiared 
blaſt of wind and ayre? Or becauſe, perhaps, the 
ſands of his Glaſfe have nor fleeted for rwo tedious 
houres together with nothing bur the bold, inſolent de- 
famation and reviling of his Prince ? 

Again, have there not been ſome who have thought 
our Temples uaholy, becauſe the Common-Prayer 
Booke hath been read there? And have renounced the 
Congregation, where part of the Service hath beene 
tuncd through an Organ © Hath neta dumbe Picture 
inthe Window driven ſome from the Church ? And, 
in exchangeot Oratories, have nor ſome 1n the heat and 
zeale oftheir Separation, turn'd their Parlours, Cham- 
bers , Dining-roomes, ifto Temples, and Houſes of 
Prayer ? Nay, hath not Chriſt been worſhipt in pla. 
ces yct more vile and meane ? In places , which have 
| | reduced 
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reduced him the ſecond time to a Stable ?. If I ſhould 
aske the people of both Scxes, who are thus given to 
Separation, and wich whom a Repetitionin a Chamber 
. edifics more. then a learned Sermon in the Church, up- 
on whar Religious grounds, or -moxives , either taken 
from the Word of God, (which is ſo much in their 
mouthes) or fram Reaſon, (which is ſo little in their 
practice) they thus. affe& to fingle and divide therm- 
{elves from others ? I belceve it would poſe them ve- 
ry much, to give a ſarisfying Anſwer. Is ir becauſe the 
perſons from whom they thus ſeparate themſelves, are 
irreligious, wicked men £ Men who are Chrijtians ons 
ly in torme, and whoſe converſation carryes: nothing 
bur evill-example and pollution with it £ {f I ſhould 
- grant this to be true, and ſhould allow'them to be out- 
right what they call themſelves, The Ele, and God- 
ly, and Holy ones of the carth;and other men ro be out- 
right what they call them, The Reprobate,the wicked, 
the ungodly,and profane,yet is not this warrant enough 
to divide or {eparate themſelves from them. Nor are 
they competent Judges of this, but God onely, who by 
the mouth of his Sonne, hath told us in the: Parable, 
that the wheat and corne is not to be ſeparated.from 
the chaffe and tares when we liſt, but that both are to 
grow together till the great harveſt of the world. Till 
thea tis a picce of the building of it,that there be a com- 
mixture of good and bad. "5 | 
.., Beſides, let me pur this Chriſtian Di/emme to them : 
Eicher the perſons, frem whom they divide themſclves 
are holy, or unholy : If they be holy, they are not to ſe- 
parate themſelves.trom them , becauſe they are like 
themſelves, If they be unholy, they are in charity;ta 
converſe with them, that they may. reforme and m__ 
«44 | them 
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chem better. Did not our Saviour Chriſt (and certain- 
ly his example is coo grear to be retuſed) utually con» 
verſe with Publicans and finners ? Did he forſake the 
Table, becauſe a Phariſce made the Feaſt ? Or did he 
refule a perfume, becauſe a harlot poured it on his 
head ? Ordid he retuſc to goe up into the Temple, be- 
cauſe buyers and (cllers were there, men who had tur- 
ned it into a den of theeves ? Certainly, my Brethren 
we may, like Chrift, keep company wich Harlots,a 
Hy pocrites. and Publicans, and finners, and yctretaine 
our innocence. Tis a weak excuſe to lay, 1 will never 


- conſort my ſclfe with a ſwearer, leſt 1 learne to bla- 


. ſpheme: Or, I will utterly renounce all familiarity and 


ſtnpid 330 ſpend their devotion on a pany''of glafſe, 
Thee or 


acquaintance with ſuch and ſuch an Adulterer, or wich 
ſach and ſuch a Drunkard, leſt T learne to commit For. 
nication from the one, or Intemperance from the o- 
ther, In all ſuch Converſations, we are to imitate the 
Sunne, who ſhines into the foaleſt puddics, and yer re- 
turnes from thence with a pureuntainred Ray, If mens 
vicesthen, and corruptions, be not a ſufficiem cauſe ro 
watramta Separation, whatelſe can be ? Is it the place 
of meeting , or Church , or the things done there, 
which hath made chem ſhun our ordinary Congrega- 
tions? Yes, ſay ſome, we have held ic 'very untawtull 


{as we conceive) to aſſemble in ſuch a place, where we 


have ſcene Alcars, and Windows worſhipr, ſuperſtiti- 
ous garments worne, and have heard the more fuper- 
ftitions Common-Prayer book read, that great boiſter 
to lothfu'l Miniſters, and twin brother'to rhe Maſfe, 


and Lyturgic of Rowe, | 


Were this Charge true, (a very heavy one, Icon 
feſle) Had there been. any among. us ſo unreaſonably 
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or pay worſhip to the dumb, ſenſleſſe creature of the 
Paintcr, or adore the Communion Table, the wooden 
iſſue ot the Axe and Carpenter, (as I think there were 
none) Had there, I ſay, been very Idolaters among us, 
yet unicflc they would have compelled them to be [do+ 
laters roo, I (after all the imparcall Obje&ions which 
my weak underſtanding can frame) can {ce no reaſon 
why they ſhould not communicate with them is other 

s whereinthey were no Idolatcrs, 1 am ure, if 
Saint Pevd had not kept company with Idolaters, wee 
wan day ( for ought I know ) had remained Infi» 
dcls. | | 

My brethren, deceive not your ſelves with a fallacie, 
which cvery chitd is able to diſcover. If ſuch ſuperſti- 
tions had becn publiquely practiced among us, tis not 
neceſſary that every one that is a ſpeRator to anocher 
mans ſinne, ſhould preſcnely be an offender. Nor are 
all offences ſo like the Pcſtilence, that he that comes 
within the breath, and ayre of them, muſt aceds depart 
infe&ted. Thou ſecſt one, outof a blind zeale, pay re- 
vercnce toa picture; he hath the more to anſwer for. 
But why doft thou, out of a zealc altogether as blind, 
think thy ſelfe {o intereſted in his crrour, as to think thy 
ſclfe a partaker of his fault, unlefſe chou excommunt- 
cate thy ſcltc from his converſation ? 

Againe, tell me, thou who calleſt Separation, Secu= 
rity z what ſceft thou in a —_— or heareſt in the 
Common-Prayer booke, which ſhould make thee for- 
beare the Congregation where theſe arc retained £ 
Is it che web, or matter, or colour, or faſhion of the 

ment, ors it the frame, or forme, ay indevotion of 
the Book which offendsthee ? Or art thou troubled , 
becauſe they have 'both beea borrowed from the 

| Ee __ Church 
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Chutch-of Rome ? Thatiindeed is the great argument: 
of exception ; which under the ſtyle ot Popery; hath 
almoſt cura'd Religion ic, ſelte-our of the Charch.' But, 
then, tis ſo weak, 16 accidentall; fo vulgar ani Argu-- 
ment, an Argument ſo fit for-none to urge bur filly 
women, with whom the firſt impreſſion of things & 
wayecs takes ſtronglyeſt; that I: muſt ſay-in reply to it, 
That by the ſame reaſon, 'thatthou-poore, tender con- 
ſcienc'd man, (who artnor yet paſt milke; orthe food: 
of infants-in the Church) makeſt ſuchan innocent, de-' . 
cent veſture, as Surplices ,. unlawfull , becauſe Papiſts 
weare them , thou mayſt make cating and drinki 
yolawfull, becauſe Papifts dine and ſup. "The ſubject 
is nothigh, or noble enough to deſerve a more ſerious 
confuration. That, therefore, which I ſhall ſay by way- 
of Repetition, is oncly this: It ro weare, or doc, what 
ever Papiſts weare, or doc, be unlawtull, as *twill pre- 
fently concerne us all ro throw off our garmenes, and 
rurne Adamites, ſo*rwill very neerly concerne us too, to 
lay aſide our Tables, anberake our ſelves to faſting, 
asthercady way to famine. Then to reje&t the Com- 
on Prayer booke, becauſe fome 'of the Prayers in it 
reſermblethe Prayers in che Romiſh Lyrurgie, is as an- 
reaſonable, as if hob ſhouldſt make - piety and devotion 
in general], unlawful, becauſe Papiſts ſay their prayers. 
And fo, in oppofition to-what ever they doe., fhguldſt 
think thou-art to turne Atheiſt, becauſe moſt. in thac 
Ghurch' daecanteſſe'there is a God. OMEN 
« /The time willnot ;give me leave to ſay:much inthe 
defcnce,of that -excellcat Book; Or, if I ſhould, tis noe 
2ny:thing, I prgfyme, -which can: fall 'from my imper- 
c& im outh,, wiMfeh. will be able:to: recover the uſe of ir 
"q again intothis Church. Yet thus much, out etche 
143 - 4+ juſt 
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juft ſenſe, 'and apprehenſion which I have of the wiſe. 
dome, as weil as picty, and devotion of it, I ſhall ad- 
yenture-ioſay, That: I:cannot- thinke, that ever any 
Chuiſtian, Church, fince the time that that name firſt 
came info the world, had a publique forme of Gods 
Worſhip , more Primitively pure , more Religiouſly 
grave, and more agrecable in all points tothe Scrip- 
ture, then that is, : 0 q 1 | 

To which I ſhall onely adde this one praiſe of it 
more, that there is not any Ancient, Claſſically con- 
demned Herefie, to be found in the Records of Coun- - 
cells, Ghurch-Hiſtories ,, or the Confutations of Fa- 
thers; which is not by ſome clauſe or other in that moſt 
Orthodox Book excluded. | We: 
. Herezthen, if thece be any in this Aſſembly of that ill- 
perſwaded mind,that he would not ar this preſent make 
ane of the Congregation, if the Common-prayers were 
read,let ne once more ask him, what thac great Antipa- 
thic between him, and that admirable Book is, which 
fthouldmake rhEquarrel onegnother.our of theChurch? 
Is ir becaule it preſcribes a Ring in marriage,or a Croſle 
in Baptiſme * over-ſcrupulous man ! who would'ſt ra- 
ther chooſe to make a rent, and ſchiſme, and diviftion 
inthe Church, then be ſpectatour ro things ſo harm- 
leſſe,; ind indifferent, But thy weakConſcience is woun- 
ded, Weake, indeed, when a piece of marriage Gold, 
ora little- water ſprinkled inthe figne, and figure of a 
croſſe,. the Type, and Emblem of thy Chriſtianity, 
ſhall drivethee fromthe Church. I muſt confeſſeto 
you freely, if fuch things, as the veneration of images, 
or adorations of Altars, or ſacrifices for the deag,orthe 
worſhipping of the Hoſte, or the Maſſe-booke, with all 
the nkanicens AveMaryes, and ſuperſtitious prayers, 
64 F 3 | Ss which 
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which uſe totravell round the Circle of anumerous fer 
of Bcads, had beene eſtabliſh. among us by publique 
Authority ; And had beene enforced upoa the practice, 
and Conliciences of men, and no Liberty of perſon, or 
freedome of Eſtates allowd them, unleife they would 
conform to the preſent Golden Caltfe of ſuperſtition fer 
up before them, a ſeparation had not only been a[lowa- 
ble, but neceſlary. We ſhould have offended God very 
much to be parrakers of ſuch droſſe. And our beſt 
Anſwer would have becn the Anſwer of the Three 
Children, when the King would have had chem fall 
downe to the huge Image, and Coloſſwe which he had 
ſet up, 0 King, we are not carefiall to obſerve thee in this 
matter. But where no ſuch things were enjoyned , where 
cvery one was left to the full uſe and excrciſe of his 
Chriſtian liberty ,where nothing was blameable among 
us, bur the ridiculous, over-accd poſtures and geſtures 
of ſome few bufic, fantaſticall men, whoſe Popery lay 
in making diſcreet men laugh, to ſee them ſo artificiall 
devout, and ſo affeedly cemmonious,to divide, and ſe- 
parate, or to give us over for a loſt Church, becauſe the 
Pſalmes of David, after his owne Muſicall way, uſed 
eo be ſung roan Organz As innocently, certainly, as 
if they had been tuned through his owne loud Cym- 
ball, or had more ſoftly been ſung, and vowell'd to 
his H:rpe: Or to renounce our folemne Aſſemblies, 
for ſuch f{leight, indiffcrent things, as a piccc of holy . 
ſtory in a glaſſe window,or becauſe the Miniſter wears 
white, or becauſe marryed people come together by 
2 Ring, or becauſethe Lords Prayer is more then once 
repeated, is not onely Schiſme , and I may ſafcly ſay, 
Schiſme upon ſcandall taken, not given, but tis dire&ly 
' - contrary to S. Pals advice, here in this' Text z who a 
| | O 
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fo far from tolcrating any ſuch needleſſe diviſions, and 
ſeparations of preſcacesand bodies, that he will not al- 
low in the ſame Church and Congregation the leaſt 
difſcnt or. diviſion of minds, Bur makes itthe laſt part 
of his Petition to his diſagreeing Corinthians, that they 
would nor onely meet together in the ſame place of 
Gods Worſhip, but that they would be perfedly joyned 
rogether in the ſame mind and in the [ame judgement, which 
is che laſt part of the Text... To which: T ſhall onely 
adde fome' briete Application of forme things in rhis 
—_— to you my Hearers , and fo commend you to 
God. | 

*L was well ſaid of ane of the Philoſophers; (which 
ſaying of his hath ſince almoſt growne intoa Proverb 
of Truth ) Nb eff in Lnelletin, qaed non fuit privs is 
ſenſs, That there is nothing in the underſtandtag , or 
mind within, which was nor. firſt in the ſenſe withour. 
Tis as great, and meaſured a Truth, that there. is no- 
thing in our ſpcech, or words,or ations without, which 
was not firſt in our mind, or will , or affeions within, 


Fe. 
Unity of minds 


For what our Saviour Chriſt ſaid, that Ow of the beart Mar.rs.ry, 


proceed evidl thoughts, murthers, adulteries, thefts, falſe wit- 
#e(ſe, blaſphemics, andche like , to every one of witich 
&os without, belongs ſome ſecret, inviſible ſpring wirh- 
ia. As, I ſay,to every Adultery without, belongs ſome 
Hidden luſt within , and the uacleanneſſe of che body 
is bur the foule iſſue, and off-ſpring ot the ſoule , And 


2510 cvery murther without, belongs ſome ſecret en- 


' Yy, or hatred, or thirſt of revenge withing"and the ran. 
courof the heart onely clothes it (elfin che violence and: 
bloud-ſbed of the hand : ſo we may fay of -onr: Divig- 
ons, and Diſagreemenes tos, Atl thoſe 'odious words, 
and names of muwall infamy and reproach ; all thoſe 

per- 
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perverſe croſſings, and thwartings,and contraditions of 
ipcech, all this duel}, and skirmiſh, and quarrelſomnes 
of language; Laſtly, all chis ſhunning and lothing of 
one anotiers company z allthis ieparation, and denyall 
of communion, which we ſo ordinarily ſee (exerciſed, 
and practiced withour, are but ſo many unchriſtian be- 
haviours, which rake thcir originall and birth from as 
unchriftian grudges, and prejudices, and jealoufies,and 
miſ-apprehenſions . within. : Never mar yet diſſeared 
from another in ſpecch, bur he firſt diſſented trom him 
im opinion: And never man yet ſeparated from' ano- 
ther in communion, but he firſt ſeparated from him in 
- aff:Rion -and- will. To remove, therefore, the root and 
ſpring. of all diſagreements, as well as the currenr and 
ſtreame ; and to beget a peace, and concord, and recon- 
ciliation without , by working a. peace, ahd concord, 
and reconciliation within, Saint Pawl, like a $kilfull 
Artiſt, who reſ{&rycs the hardeft part for che laſt, pro- 
ceeds from mens words and aQtions, to their opinions 
and thoughts : and like thole' who ſet Watches, and 
Clocks, where the Hand upon the Dyall without, can- 
Bot move regularly , unlefſe the weights and. {prings 
which guide it., move orderly: within., the better re 
make us goe all alike, and ftrike the ſame time, he en- 
deavours to ſettle and compoſe thoſe inward wheeles, 
by. which our words and behaviours withour, are ro be 
 *uked and governed. 5 30 6 BU lth | 
..- The thing then for which .he'here ſo. earneſtly Peti- 
tions, is Unity, and Agreement, and Conſcnr'of minds. 
W hich, in plaine termes, is to exhortus, that as we are 
All men of,one and the ſame_reaſonable kind, formed 
and created like: one {another inthe thape ' and figure 
of vuribody, ſothat we would approve !our ſelves " 
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be men of one and the fame reaſonable kind, in the 
Mufiq:1c and Harmony of our ſouls roo. Which would 
then come to -paſlc, it every one of us would by the 
imparciall ſearch, and examination of his owne mind, 
diflodge thoſe mutts and clouds of errour, which blind 
hun towards himfclfe , and benight him rowards 0+ 
thers. Or, it he cannot doe this by the ſtrength and di- 
ligence of his owne naturall Forces, that he wuuld have 
recourſe to thoſe whoare moſt able to pluck this beam 
out of his cyc; and whole work and bufineſle itis ſo to 
apply cheir Cures, as by propoling that one, conſtant, 
immutable, etcrnall, Divine Truth, co his mind,in which 
tis poikible tor all minds well calihtned to concenter 
and agree, by degrees to reduce him trom his blind- 
neſle and errour, and to make him not onely ſpeak, but 
conceive, and think the ſame things with him that 
taught him. | 
. It was well ſaid of him, who compared our minds 
to Looking-glaflcs, or Mirrours ; For certainly if we 
could bur keep them open, and unclouded, they carry 
this property of Mirrours with them, not onely to re- 
_ turne the, images , and ſhapes, and truths of things, 

which paſſe before them as they are; bur all minds in 
a clearer, or lefle cleare degree; have a capacity to re- 
ccive into them the truth ofthe ſame things alike, Asa 
thouſand Glaſſes, if they be true, ſucceſhively looke in, 
will thew. us the ſame faces : But, then, as Glaſſes, if 
they be falſe, will caft falſe reſemblances; or if they be 
diſcoloured, will transforme all things which flowin- 
to them into their owne dye: So tis with us. I know 
not how it comes to paſſe, or whether T may aſcriberhe 
fault to Education, or Cuftome, or to our Parents, or 
to our AﬀeRions , too OI and wedded to _ 
. Co 
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Religion, or Doctrine, or Opinion, or Teacher, which 
moſt coinplycs with our Fancies ; but there are certaine 
i:}-cur, talſe-reporting minds, which looke \upon men, 
and things , in another fize and figure then they are, 
Orher m1ads rhere arc ftayned and dyed (as it were) 
with ccrtaine weak prejudices, and corrupt opinions z 
through which , as through fo many deceiving co- 
lours, they difcerne notruths which weare not that huc, 
As he that looks through a greene Glaſle , takes all 
things tor greene; and he that looks through a blew 
glaflc, takes all things for azure: And this was the ve- 
ry caic of theſc Corrmthiens here inthe Text. They firſt 
additcd themſclves over-partially to ſeveral Teachers 
and from their teverall Teachers, took in (everall appre- 
henſions, as they pleaſed tolike or aftct him above 0- 
thers, whoſe Difciples they called rhemſclves. Some, 
though they did not well underſtand what they held, 
reſolved (withour any examination whar they were) 
to be onely of Saint Pauls opinions: Others reſolved 
to. hold oncly what had been taught them by Apelos - 
Others reſolved to hold onely what had been preacht 
by S. Peter. A'l which three taught and preacht one 
and the ſame Gaſpel; yet that Goſpel was not alike 
entertained by all hearers. Whilſt ſome diſliked ir in 
S. Paul, becauſe (as himiclte complaines) he was of an 
bumble preſence, and of an ungratcfulLutrerance. O- 
thers diſlike-it, perhaps, in the month of 4po/los, becauſe 
ircame Rhetorically from. him, 'and'he was guilty of 


_ thatunedifying crime, forfoorh, 'of being: cloquent in 


the Pulpit, Others perhaps entertain'd it coldly from 
S, Peter,hecauſe heihad nar been bredup mche Schoote 
of Demoſthenes, noritaſted of the'finer Arts-andicducati- 
anof Greece, ff | = I 
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In ſhort, one and the ſame ſaving Truth, for want of 
a lictle right judgement in the Hearers to compare ir, 
comming from. ſeverall mouthes, paſt into divers opi- 
aions firſt; and then theſe opinions broke forth into 
divers tations, And is not this, my Brethren, our very 
caſe ? Doe buc conſider the preſent diſtempers of our 
poore,, divided Kingdome, and, pray, what hath been 
the true root and ſpring of 1o much yariance, and ha- 
tred, and heart-burning among us what hath crum- 
bled us aſunder, and curn'd one of rhe pareſt, and moſt 
flouriſhing Churches of the world, into a heap of Here- 
fies and confufion ? Hath ir not been the very Word of 
Gad irſclfc ? In whichall minds, I confcifc, ſhould a- 
grec , and which ſhould be the rule to compoſe all our 
ſtrifes ; and before whoſe decifions the greateſt Scho- 


Hars Diſputes, and the meaneſt mans Doubts, ſhould 


fall downe, and mutually imbrace, and kiſſe each 
other. How comes it then to paſſe, that Religion, which 
was ordained by God to be the oyle to cure our wounds, 
fhould prove onely the oyle to feed, and nouriſh our 
combuſtions * Whence is it, that the Scripture , that 
Sword of the Sptrit,ſhould preve tous only Peuraic Sicewot, 
a two-edged ſword, and that no other uſe ſhould be 
made of it by us, but onely to be the weapon of our 
Conflits, by committing the edges, and making them 
enter duc!l, and combat with each other ? Truly, my - 
brethren, all the reaſon that I can-give you for this,” 
is, That ſome (perhaps well-minded pcople, but not 

ot underſtandings cither ftrong, or learned: enough to 

reach the true ſenſe and meaning of ſome places ) 

have ſtept beyond their meaſure, and have preſumed 

ro interpret more (then they have well underſtood. 


Others, of a more modeſt, but credulous compefirion, 
G 2 & 


- have 
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have thought that onely to be che right meaning of the 
Word of God, which they have heard from the mourh 
ot the Preacher which they moſt affet. Others, of a 
more dangerous policie, finding that the Scripture 
rightly expounded would extremely make againſt the 
plor of their darke proceedings, and that the | holy 
Ghoſt cannot be bribed to fiade Texts to make. cover- 
euſneſſe, ſedition, orthe {laughter of their Brethren, or 
Rebcllion againſt their Prince,lawfull, have, with ſome 
formall helps of piety, and zeale,. put to their cxpaſiti- 
ons, made the Scripture ſpeak only thoſe plauſible un- 
truthes, which moſt complied with their ends, and the 
peoples Fancy. Hence, the better to arrive to their 
Eſtates, by the diſtractions of their minds, they have 
dealt with them as cunningAnglers doc with filly fiſhes, 
troubled the ſtreame, and blinded them, and then made 
them their prey. The way to doe this- was to affront, 
and diſgrace, clamour downe all the primitive. Truths 


for ſome Generations raught among them ; and teo- 


recall from their ſepulchres, and duſt, all the old, in- 
.tricate, long ſince buried. Opinions, which were the 
madneſle of thejr.owne times, and the Civill Warre of 
ours. | With. which opinions they have dealt, asthe 
Witch of Ender dealt with her Familiar, raiſed thema.up 
tothe people clothed inalong mantle, .and ſpeaking to 
them 1n the ſhape and voyce of a.Prophet. Hence 
come thoſe ſcverall acceprions, and. interpretations 


2Wong you, even in your ordinary: diſcourſes, of: one, 


and the ſame plainc, but finiſterly-underſtood places of 


Scripture. One, following the praQice of all the pureſt 


ages: of the Church, thinkes the Sacrament of Bap- 
riiſme isto be adminiſtred to Infants. '- Others, {who 


> 


would certainly be a ſtrange fight to the CO. 


wwe TT er” ——_ 
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of the Saviour ofthe World fo ſuſpiciouſly, as f he had 
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if they ſhould appeare the ſecond time at the Font) of 
Jace arc taught to thinke that none are to be baptized, 
bur ſuch as are old enough to be their owne Godfathers, 
and can enter-into Covenant: with God, and: promiſe 
for themſelves. Some, becauſe it hath beene called 
a binding of the ſpirir, to fetter their devorions in a ſet 
forme of Prayer,have baniſhethar Prayer, which Chriſt 
preſcribed .to-his Apoſtles, our ef their Cloſets, as well 
as Temples. Orhers, of as reftificd a piety, thinke no 
Prayer ſo likely to finde acceprance with God, as that 
which was conceived, and pur into forme by his Sonne. 
I ſhould tire your patience too much ro give you an Cx- 
at Caralogue of all the rotten: opinions. which at this 
preſent ſwarme among.us. One who hath computed 
the Hereſics, which have ſprung up in this Kindgdome 


within theſe five yeares, ſayes, they have doubled the 


number ot thoſe which were in Saint. Auſtizs time; 
and then they were very neere fourſcorne, One isa 
Chiliaft, and holds the perſonall Raigne of :Chriſt up- 
on Earth. Another is a Corporealiſt, and holds the 
death ofthe Soule withthe Body. Nay, as tis ſaidin 
Africke, a Lyon will couple with a Tyger, from whence 


" will ſpring a Libbard, ſocertaine ftrange, unheard of, 


double ſcx'*c Herefics are ſprung up among us : not 
able ro underſtand what he would hold hjimſelfe. You 


. ſhall. have an Arrian, and Sabellian lodged together in 


the ſame perſon. Nay, (whichis yet worſe) what ever 
Celſus ſpoke inſcorne, and Origen in vindication. of our 
Redeemer, Chriſt and his Mother, , hath of late rrodden 
rhe Stage againe, and appeared to diſturbe the World. 
One (Itremble to ſpeake it) hath: called the Virgin 
Maryes.chaſtity into queſtion 4 And others: have ſpoken 
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becne a thing, of a ſtolne, unlawfull Birth. In ſhort, 
there want only ſome of choſe Mnxfter men among us, 
ot whom $Sleyden writes, whege one called himiclte God 
the Father, another - God the Sonne, A third the Paraclere, 
or God the. holy Ghoſt, ro make our Babel and contufi- | 
on of wilde opinions atthe height.. In this miſerable 
diftrattion, then, where Herefic, and Errour, hath al- 
moſt eaten up the true Religion, And where all the 
hghr ofthe Goſpell which ſhincs among us, is bur like 
that impericd light at the Creation, which ſhined be- 
fore the Sunne was placed inthe firmament ; A light 
creeping forth of a darke Chaos and blind maſle, and 
ftrifefull heape of jarring Elements : In chis rhicke fog 
of ſtrange | Doctines, 1 tay, which hath condenft it 
ſelie intoa cloud, which hath almoſt overſpread this 
whole Kingdome , from which Truth feemes to 
have taken flight, and made way tor /gnorance to ſtyle 
it ſclfe once more the Mother of devotion, wh:t way is 
there leftro reconcile our minds, or to beget one right 
knowledge, and underſtanding of the waycs of God 
among us ? Truly, I know none but that which Saint 
Poul here preſcribes in the Text, whichis , that we en« 
deavour as ncareas WECan, to be all of one minde, and 
of one judgement, | | 

But how ſhall- this be broughr to paſſe, wnlcfſe all 
judgements were alike cleare, and unbiafſcd 2. Or, un- 
lee, laying apart all parcialicy , and affe&ion to their 
owne fide, and all prejudice, and hatred againft thoſe 
from whom they differ, men would ſubmit.chemſclves 
to him, who is beſt able toinſtru&-theinz, Or who can 
bring with him the moſt ſaving Truths into the Pulpit? 
Beſides, (may ſome 'one'fay) if 'people ſhould bring 
minds prepartdto cntertaine the Trich, where is that 

ory) "ay 
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inſtruQer ſo infallible, 'or ſo opinionated of the ſtrength 
of his owne gitts and knowledge, that another pretend. 
ing toche ſame Truth, may nor challenge to himlelfe 
the like intallibilicy £ who ſhall be the: Judge of Con- 
troverfics © or who ſhall pretent Truth to us with ſuch 
known marks and notes abour it, that as ſoene as tis 
preſented, every congregation (of what meane cape- 
citics {ocvcr) thall preſcmrly acknowledge, and enrer- 
taineit ? Wii you, Sir, who have all this while thas 
bemoaningly puttyed our diviſions ? we are bound to 


thank you tor your charity to us ;- and ſhould be defi- 


rous enough to imbrace a -rruth of your defcription. 
But you are a Scholar, whoſe parts agd.abilities lye in 
the humane model}, and building ot your own fecular 
ſtudies. We are therefore bid co doubt-very much , 
whether you have che 'Spirit; and are rold by fome 
who profette themfcbves inſpired, that all your Rea- 
dings, and-:Studyings-, and tyringset your ſelte over a 
difhcult picce of Scripture, at midnight, perhaps, when 
all others fleepe, by a lone, ſolitary, dumbe candle, 
are but 1o-many Labours in vaine. Since tis impoſhble 
for any to..underſtand the Scripture arighr , bit ſuch 
onely who have it Tevealed to them by the ſame holy 
Spirirthar wrotc 1t. | wn” 

My Brethren, what ſhall I ſay to you? Modeſty, 
andthe know/edge I have of my owne imperfeaions, 
wtlh.not allow mero ſay PEEP: a I have the 
Spicit of God. Or it TI could diſtinguiſh his ſecret influ» 
ences and afſiitances fyonythe operations of my owne 


 ſoule, orcoutd certainly fay I havethim, (which S: Peavl 


himſcife duvſt nor ſay definitively) yet *crwould not be- 
coie-me foro confine him to my faile,' narrow parts , 
aSto deny him to all others more learned then ny ſelfe. 

| For 
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For the ſetling therefore, and compoſing of your di- 
vided minds, 1 will not take upon mc to be the Jidge 
ot Controverkics , but you your iclves ſhall be. One- 
ly the better to enable you to-pertorme this chari- 
| table office to your ſelves, and for your berter direQi- 
on how not to be out in your judgement, as a ſure clue 
ro-guide you through the perplext windings of that la- 
byrinth-into which ſome of you are falne, ſo-falne, that 
they ſecm to me quite loſt in a wood of miftakes, where 
every path is a guide, andev:ry guide is an error, give 
me leave to commend to you that ſeaſonable advice of 
Saint Fohn, which che delivers in the fourth Chapter of 
his firſt Epiſtle, at-the firſt verſe, where (as if he had 
prophecycd of our times) he ſayes, Beloved, beleeve nes 
every ſþrrit, but try the ſpirits whether they be of God : breauſe 
many falſe Prophets are gon out into the world, In which 
words, you have two ot th: beſt Rules affigned you to 
goc by, that can poſſibly be preſcribed for the ſertle- 
ment of minds, FE 

Firft, be not. too credulous ; Doe not preſently be- 
leeveevery man-thart ſaycs he hath the Spirit; nor ſuffer 
your ſclves.to be toſt and carryed about with every 
wind of doarine; For that is not the way to be all of 
@ne, but of as many ſeverall minds, as the art or cun- 
ni':g of ſeverall Teachers ſhall pleaſe ro work upon you. 
Tam perſwaded, this eafineſle of beliefe, this credulity, 
or (as the Apoſtle calls it) this admiration, this over- 
valuing of ſome mens perſons, hath been one of the 
great parents of our preſent diſſentions : whilſt ſome 
-weak, but yet well-minded people, building their judg- 
ment meecrly upon the outward appearances of men, 
| have miſ-taken the zeale and ſtrid lite of their preacher 
for his ſafficiency. And taking their Logicke _ 
tac 
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the precifeneſſe of his behaviour, have framed theſe 
charxablc, bur falſe Conclufions to them(ſclves: He is 

" a manot a compoſed countenance,of a reſerved ſpeech, 
of a grave carriage, and of a devout elocution, there- 
fore turely he is a boly man. And becauſe he is a holy 
man, therefore whatever he ſayes, ſhall be to us Ora- 
cle, as comming from the'mouth of one, ſo much in 
the favour of God, that tis impoſſible he ſhould deceive 
us, or ſpeak that which 1s not right. 

, My brethren, I have no defigne or purpoſe to bring 
Holinefle into contempt ; nor can I be ſo injurious to 
piety, or a good life, where ever I find it, as to expoſe 
it to the ſcorne of the licentious, by not giving it its due. 
I am fo far alfo from lending encouragement to the 
lives of vitious Teachers, (Teachers who are the ſhame 
of their Mother, and the ſcandall of their Flock) that 
I could wiſh that every Congregation in England were 
furniſhe with ſuch an exemplary Miniſter, that his lite 

> 1 as well as preaching might be Sermon to the people. 

Nay,”pive me leave, I beſecch you, to cxtend my cha- 
rity-yer one degree farther, I am ſo far from difliking 
Hobnefle cither in Preacher or people , thatT wiſhwe 
all made but one united Kingdome of Prieſts. Or, if 
you will have me cxpreffe my ſelfe inthe words of one 
- of the holyeſt and meekeft men ofthe earth, I could 
wiſh that al the Lords people were Prophets. But, then,you Nun. 11.29. 
muſt give me leave to fay too, That holineſſe,and ſtrid- 
nefle, and auſterity of life, are no infallible ſignes that 
the Preacher may not efre.. Nor hath God ſ{o-atinext 

the underflanding'of his Word, to the unftudyed, un- 

learned picty, or fober carriage of the Exponnder, that 

he that is moſt zealons ſhall ſtil be”moſt in-the right. 


) 


As lons as that faying-of S-Pawl rentaines npon record; 
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That we hold this treeſwre,this knowledge of Gods wil, 
@ (gpaxhos oxden, in earthen weſſels s As long as the Prea- 
cher, how holy {oever he bc, is ſo muck one of the peo- 
ple, as ro dwell in a traile, weak Tabernacle of oe p 
Laſtly, as long as men are men, they will belyable to 
mens infirmities. And as the learned , ſcandalous 
Preacher may be ſometimes in the right; ſo tis poſhble 
that the ignorant, zealous, holy Preacher may be of- 
renin the wrong. How to know this, and how to di- 
ſtinguiſhthem, therefore, you are to make uſe of the 
nexc Rule preſcribed ro you by Saint Fehx, that is, 


--when you keare an Expoſition, or a Sermon, or a new 


Doftrine preacht co you, not raſhly, without diſtiaRtion 
or choice, to conſent to it, till you have paſt the impar- 
tiall ſentence ofa clecre judgment on it ; comparcd and 
weighed Sermon with Sermon , and Preacher with 
Preacher, called every Doctrine, every Proofe, every 
confident Afſcrtion to the rouch-ftone, and meaſured 
it by ſome plaine, evident place of Scripture ; and exa- 
mined whether the holy Ghoſt, or his owne vaine, p0- 
pular ambition, have for thattime inſpired the ſpeaker; 
or whether his Sermon have had ſome diflembled, ſe- 
cularend, or Godsglory for its marke. And this Saint 
Fohn-ca)ls, trying of the ſpirits , which is then done, when 
(as I faid before) you-reduce what you heare ſpoken by 
the Preacher to the infallible Rule of Truth, the Word 
of God; and makethar, well conſidered, the ſcales ta 
weigh his dodrine in. Docs he preach Charity , and 
banith ſtrife from his Pulpit 2 Does he nor flatter Vice, 
though he finde ir clothed in Purple, nor ſpeak negleR- 
fully of Vertuc, though he fiade it clothed in rags ? 
Doxs he ſtrive to plant che feare and love of Gol in his 
Auditory, the forgiveneſle of their enemies, and pitty 
0- 
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. towards the poore © Dares he arraigne a publique ſinne, 
though never ſo fortunate 2 or ſpeak in defence of af- 
flited Innocence, though over-borne by. oppreſſion ? 
Dares he mgiataine his Chriſtian courage in tyrannt- 
call, doubttfull times ? And dares he call proſperous Se- 
dition, but a more ſucceſſctull miſchicfe 2 Laſtly, does 
he preach ſuch Chriſtian Truths for which ſome holy 
men have dyed,and to which he himſclte would not be 
afraid to fall a ſacrifice ? This, this man is to be heark- 
ned to; this manis fit to be obeyed. And this man ſpea- 
king the ſame things which God himſelfe doth in the 
Scripture, (what ever his gifts of pleaſing, or not plea- 
fing, ſick, tfaſtidious, delicate fancies be) is thus ar leaſt 
to be thought of, That though he ſpeak not by the 
Spirit, (as a thing entayld upon him) yet, for that time, 
the Spirit ſpeaks by him, which ought to be all one to 
you. Onthe contrary, does the Preachers Sanctity 
and Religionconſift, meerely in the devout compofure 
of his lookes and carriage © Docs he ſtrive to preach 
downe Learning, or does he call Study a humane Fol- 
ly? Does he chooſe his Text our of the Bible,but make 
the Sermon out of his Fancy 2 Docs he teprove Adul- 
tery, but preach up diſcord ? Is he paſſionate againſt 
ſuperſtition , but milde and calme towards Sacri- 
ledge ? Does he inveigh and fayle at Popery, andat 
the ſame time imitate the worſt of Papiſts, Jeſuires, 
urge Texts for the Revellion of Subjes againſt their 
Prince, and quote Scripture for the depofing, and But- 
chery of Kings ? Does he ſtartle ara dumb piRturein a 
Church- window, and atthe ſame time Preachall good 
order and right Diſcipline out of the Church ? Does an 
Oath provoke his zeale, yet does he count lying in the 
godly no Sin ? Laſtly, does he Preach ſeparation upon 

| H 2 weake 
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weake untemperd: Grounds © Or does labour to divide 
the minds, which he ſhould ſtrive to reconcile 2 Let 
him bring what demureneſle, or compoſure of counte- - 
nance he plealc into the Pulpit; Let him, it he pleaſe, 
joync ſanity of deportmenc toearneſtneſle of zcale ; 
Ler bim neyer ſo devoutly bewayle the Calamiries of 
his Country, which he hath helprt ro make miſerable , 
Or let him weepe never ſo paſſionately over the Con- 
eregation,which he hath broken into FaRtions; In ſhort, 
how ſeemingly holy, how preciſe, how unprotane ſo- 
ever his Behaviour be; Though the Scripture doe ſa 
continually overflow in his Mouth, that he will ncither 
eat, nor drinke, nor ſpeake, nor {carce {leepe but in 
that phraſe, yer as long as he thus forgets his Charity, 
thus Preaches ſtrife , thus Diviſion, I ſhall ſo farre 
miſtruſt whether he have the Spirit, thar I ſhall not 
doubt to reckon him in the number of thoſe falſe Pro- 
phets which S. Fohn ſayes are gone out into the world. 

The Concluſion then of chis Scrmon ſhall be this, 
Men and brethren, I have with all the fincerity and 
plainneſſe which might benefir your ſoules', preacht 
Truth, and Peace, and Concord, and muruall Charity 
to you. I have alſo for ſome yeeres, not been ſo ſleepy 
an Obſeryer, bur thar I have perccived ſome of you 
(who have thought your ſclves more Religious then 
the reſt) to be guilty of the (I might ſay Crime, but 
I will rather ſay of the) miſ-guided Zeale of theſe Co- 
rinthians here in the Text, There have beene certaine 
Diviſions, and I know not what ſeparations among 
you. [I have farther obſerved, that certaine falſe, cauſe- 
leſſe prejudices and aſperfions have been raiſed upon 
our Univerſity, which co the gricf of this famous Nur- 
{cry of Geds Church at home, and the reproach of it 
abroad, 


(59) 
abroad, are (Mill kept waking againſt us by ſome of 
you, as it Conſcience and Religion, as well as Learn-' 
ing and Gitts,had fo far forſaken us, that all the Schools 
ot the Prophets cannot aftord you a ſet of able, vertu- 
ous ren, fir to be the Lecturers to this {oule-famiſhe* 
Pariſh. How we ſhould deſerve to be thus miſtaken by 
you, or why you thould under-value thoſe able Tea- 
chers which you have already, or refuſe to take your 
ſupply from ſo many Colledges which here ſtand pre-- 
o bh {cnc and ready toafford you choice : or why you ſhould 
{upplicate to the great Councell of this Kingdome, in 
pitty to your ſoules, to ſend you Godly Teachers, 
(which, perhaps, is but a well-meaning Petition from 
you, bur cerrainly tis a great {candall, and Libcl againſt 
us) I know not. But whatever the myſterious caule be, 
I am confident, that unleſſe rhey will fleep over their 
infamy and reproach, it will alwayes be inthe power of 
our deſpiſed Univerfity-Divines, to make it appeare, 

\ - eventothoſe whom you intend to petition, That this 
is buta zealous crrour in you : And that they areas able 
to edifice you, certainly, as he, whoſe occupation *'twas 
to repaire the old ſhooes of the Prophets. I ſhould 
ſhame ſome of youroo much, who were the Diſciples 
of that Apoſtle, it I ſhould deſcribe him to you by a 
largercharacter. 
* Inſtead theretore of a farther vindicatiou of the re- 
proach throwne upon us, that which I ſhall ſay of more 
neere concernment to you, is this : It I have inthe pro- 
greſſe of this Sermon, ript open any wonnds among 
you, it hath not been with a purpoſe,to enlarge,or make 
them bleed, but 'to poure Wine and Oyle into them, 
and to heale, and cloſe them up. 

Next, If I have cleared any of your fights,or inabled 


H 3 . you 


- 


(60). 


youar length to difcerne, that the reaſon why the mote 


in your brothers eye ſcemed fo big, was, becauſe an 
over-ſcrupuleus zcale had placeda beame in-your ownz 
and that in contributing to the ruine of one of the pureſt 
Religions in the world, the reaſon why you have ſwal- 
lowed ſo many monſtrous Camels, hath been, becauſe 
at firft you made ſcruple, and ſtrain'd at gnats, I have 
what I intended : Which was, to let you ſee, That to 
divide, and ſeparate your ſclves from the communion 
of our Church, if it had been guilty of a mole or two, is 
as unreaſonable, as if you ſhould quarrell the Moon our 
of her Orbe, or thiak her unworthy of the skyes, be- 
cauſc ſhe weares a ſpot or two writ on a glorious ball 
of light, 

| Iaftly,if I have faid any thing in the reproofe of Diſ- 
cord,or the praiſe of Charity, which may re-unite your 


minds, and make you all men of the ſame heart and be-. 


liefe, as wcllas of the ſame Ciry and: Corporation, I 
ſhall rhink I have done the work and buſineſle of a juſt 
Divider of the Word of God towards you, and of a 
faithfull Servant and Steward towards my heavenly 
Maſter. Whoſe blefling of peace be upon you all, to- 
gether with the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
tellowſbip.of the holy Ghoſt. To which glorious Trini- 
ty, be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe , Dominion, and 
Power, for ever. AMEN. 
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ERRAT A. 


Page 4-line 17.for like,read unlike. p.6.1.6 after perſwade, read you. p.r1.1; 
t0.for detraftation,r .detrattion. p.15.1.25.tor beftowes, r.beſtowed. Haus 4 
for higheſft,r.lighteft. p.17.1.6.for ſure ſigne,r.a ſure ſiene. p.19.1.15.for eight, 
x.ninth. p.31.1.22.for Melchior Hoffmar,r, Melchior Hoffman, p.z7.1.28. for 
Qerethen,l, r.Hereghen ff 1. 
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